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Council Information

Chairman Cllr Karl Green cllr.karlgreen@gmail.com

Vice Chairman Cllr Cliff Barber cllr.cliff.barber@gmail.com

Councillors Cllr Lisa Cutting cllr.lisacutting@hotmail.com
Cllr Chris Dunn cllr.chrisdunn@gmail.com
Cllr Sara Hall saraha11@icloud.com
Cllr Jim Masterton jimmasterton@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Mike Stewart mikestewart.fritzroy@gmail.com
Cllr Kevin Redgrift cllr.kevinredgrift@gmail.com
Cllr Ray Lawrance cllr.raylawrance@hotmail.co.uk

Clerk to the Council Carl Thomas clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com

Ward Councillors Cllr Steve Holland steve.holland@nelincs.gov.uk
Cllr Tom Furneaux tom.furneaux@nelincs.gov.uk
Cllr Tanya Brasted tanya.brasted@nelincs.gov.uk

Email clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com

Postal 28 Allington Drive, Great Coates,
Address Grimsby, DN37 9FF

Schedule of Meetings
All meetings are held at the Venue in the Village, Cooks Lane, Great Coates commencing
at 7 pm unless otherwise stated.

Thursday 22nd December 2022
Thursday 26th January 2023
Thursday 23rd February 2023

The Great Coates Village Magazine is edited and produced by Great Coates Village Council.

Opinions or views expressed within the magazine are solely the views of individuals and
do not necessarily represent the view of Great Coates Village Council.

From the
editor

As we wave goodbye to 2022 and kids of all ages
look forward to the big man in the red suit sliding
down the chimney (“What’s a chimney, Grandad ? “)
we thought it an appropriate opportunity for a quick
look back at the last twelve months in the life of
Great Coates village.

January brought new hope as we left
unprecedented times in our wake and in a relatively
quiet start to the year the ‘Save the Freshney Valley’
team provided regular updates surrounding the
controversial Grimsby West housing development
and gave us the March magazine exclusive they
would be standing an independent candidate in the
forthcoming ward councillor elections ! By the end of
the month the village hall on Cooks Lane had
undergone a name change and was now officially
re-named ‘The Venue in the Village’. Quickly into a
chilly February and the Newbury Avenue ‘garages
area’ was finally cleared of debris and fly tipping,
with restrictive bollards now in place and a residents
committee set up to preside over the future
maintenance and upkeep of the area. March saw St.
Nicolas church waving goodbye to its popular vicar
Rev. Anne McCormick, who departed for pastures
new to take up the position of chaplain at Warwick
University. High rollers descended upon The Venue
in the Village in early April as a charity Casino
Evening took place in association with Louth Lions,
raising much needed funds for GCVC chairman’s
charity St. Andrew’s Hospice. As is traditional
around Easter those playful, floppy eared
characters, Bugsey and Bugzella ventured from
their burrow for their usual fun and frolics,
generously handing out Easter eggs to the children
of Great Coates as they navigated the village Easter
egg hunt.

Election time in May provided a major upset in the
local ward council elections, after a trailblazing
campaign saw ‘Save The Freshney’ independent
candidate, Steve Holland elected as the new ward
councillor for the Freshney area ! (P.XX) As the
nation celebrated the platinum jubilee of her late
majesty Queen Elizabeth II in June, Great Coates
hosted several events to mark the occasion
including taking part in the national beacon lighting
ceremony. Furthermore the official opening of the
splendid Platinum Jubilee memorial garden in the
grounds of ‘The Venue in the Village’ created and
planted by the amazing Great Coates in Bloom team
took place.

This year’s ever popular, annual Scarecrow
Weekend took place in early July with over 1,000
visitors combing Great Coates to marvel at the
sterling efforts of residents, who’d dressed their front
gardens with famous, straw people. The village
looked especially resplendent in July and August as
the consistently, hardworking In Bloom team
prepared planters, carts, railway stations etc. for

close scrutiny by the East Midlands In Bloom
judges, in the hope of going one better than last
year’s fabulous Silver award. The village waited with
bated breath in September for the EMIB
announcement at their awards ceremony in
Loughborough.… drumroll please …. yes,you
guessed it ….. Gold !! A richly deserved honour
justifying all the blood, sweat and tears of our
fantastic Great Coates In Bloom team.

Spooky goings in Cooks Lane at the end of October
as the first collaboration with local theatre company
CAST took place and the popular Halloween
weekend (P.XX) proved to be an even ghastlier
success than usual. November proved to be
relatively quiet in Great Coates but did see the
village council welcome new councillor Sarah Hall
aboard.

It’s always a busy December in Great Coates and
2022 has been no exception with the pantomime,
Cinderella proving extremely successful as the first
full production of local theatre company CAST.
Taking place at ‘The Venue in the Village’, it even
included several local residents making their acting
debuts. Oh no they didn’t ! ……….. Oh yes they did
! (P.XX) Several cast members took a break from
the production on the first weekend of December
and joined over 150 residents, Father Christmas
and his Elves on a chilly Friday evening to enjoy the
annual lighting of the village Christmas tree. We’ve
heard a whisper the excitement may not be quite
over for the village in December yet, as a very
famous person, dressed in red, is apparently making
an extra personal visit to Great Coates in a few
days’ time (P.XX)

And finally (literally) it’s time to say goodbye. Seven
years and twenty five magazines ago, Great Coates
hadn’t seen a newsletter for some time, and I for
one, had missed those sporadic updates on village
life. From twenty four black and white pages in
December 2015 to the forty page, full colour, glossy
publication you’re holding now, it’s been a very
proud journey ! But It’s time to hand over the reins to
a fresh pair of eyes and wish everyone all the best
with the ‘new’ magazine moving forward.

But, before I sign off for the last time, I need to say a
huge thankyou to everyone who’s supported the
magazine over the past seven
years, from readers, residents, local
businesses, fellow councillors and in
particular Cllr. Lisa Cutting and our
clerk Carl Thomas whose support
and input has been unequivocal.
Thankyou, it’s been an honour and
a pleasure !

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Great Coates

Hello and Welcome
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Great Coates Events Committee have
recently teamed up with Centa Stage

Theatre Company to take village events
to another level and Halloween became
their first joint venture. What a huge
success, with four sell out shows over
the ‘scary’ weekend entertaining nearly

300 adults and children.

Two matinee shows, aimed at the
children, were complimented by two
’scarier’ evening shows for adults.

A cast of eighteen ‘actors’, including
several local residents, told the story
of Ghostbusters, with high energy
dancing and singing combined with a
fabulous lighting show providing a
superb atmosphere. Wow !



The 00’s - Into the new millennium and as
Novartis planned to become primarily a healthcare
company moving forward, an announcement in
November 2000 confirmed the agrochemicals
section would remain on site
but would be spun off and
merged with AstraZeneca to
form a new company,
Syngenta.

Mid 2001 saw fifty years of
chemical production on the site
celebrated with a family open
day raising more than £2000 for
local charities.

However, in August 2001 during
the early tenure of MD John
Clarkson, the announcement
came that Syngenta needed to
make significant savings and
faced closure by 2004 unless a suitable buyer was
found. Despite several false dawns, the final batch
of agrochemicals was produced on the site in 2003,
marking the end of a manufacturing era that dated
back over 50 years to 1962. Building 80 was
demolished in 2005 dramatically changing the

landscape which had dominated the front of
the site for the past twenty seven years !

The following year a £179 million investment
was made on site, with building 150
dedicated to the production of the active
ingredients in Diovan, a treatment for high
blood pressure. A further £118 million of
capital followed soon after, as Rasilez
emerged on site, a drug used in the control
of hypertension.

Present Day - Leaping forward ten years,
in September 2018, Novartis made the
shock announcement the Grimsby operation
and site would be closing altogether with the
potential loss of more than 400 jobs.

As the operation winds down to its final
conclusion next year, sadly it’s the end of an
era for employees past and present of
Syngenta, Novartis, ciba, Ciba-Geigy and
the original CIBA , after more than 70 years
of agrochemical and pharmaceutical
production on Grimsby, Pyewipe.
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The 80’s - New MD Werner Dittes took over in
1984 and the following year oversaw two
significant business and social initiatives. The
new warehouse (B100) replaced the older
chemical stores and had a capacity for over
4,000 pallets reaching up over 12 metres into
the high rise racking ! In the foreground of B100
stood the ‘pond’, originally created for land

drainage and emergency water supply,
containing 60,000 gallons of water in 1985 it was
stocked with fish, landscaped and dubbed ‘Loch
Craig’ much to the enjoyment of the Sports and
Social clubs angling fraternity. Two years later
the annual, two week, maintenance ‘shutdown’
ritual was abolished and the end of the decade
saw employee numbers rise to 442 and the
product range now numbering 54 lines.

The 90’s The arrival of the
nineties, and the latest MD
Keith Saveal, heralded a
remarkably active decade,
including extensive site
development, winning of
prestigious awards,
sponsorships and local
community engagement.

On 16th July 1993
Ciba, Grimsby
welcomed it’s latest VIP visitor in the

form of then Prime Minister John Major who
officially opened the 44 million pound combined
heat and power plant (B110) and called the
event ‘a brave and far sighted vision back in
1989 during a period when the economy had
been witnessing a significant downturn’

The first five years of the decade saw Ciba
become the main sponsor for Grimsby Town FC
with end of season charity games played in
good spirits between the professionals and a
team of factory employees whilst seats in the
Ciba executive box at Blundell Park were offered
to staff in a weekly lottery format.

Ciba, Pyewipe won the highly prestigious
Queens Award for Export in 1995 and were
victorious again in 1997 and 1998 with the
national award recognising outstanding export
achievement.

The ‘missing year’ of 1996 heralded a significant
announcement in the long history of the site with
the news Ciba would be merging with another
pharmaceutical producer Sandoz, to form a new
company which would be known as Novartis.

As the end of the decade saw a reduced
demand for product from the pharmaceutical
division a reduction of around seventy people
within the workforce was necessary, achieved
through early retirement and some
redundancies.

Sixty Years
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Having been a councillor for the Freshney Ward
for six months now I’m slowly starting to get into
a daily routine.
So, what does a ‘typical’ day look like? Not that
exciting if I’m completely honest, but interesting
for the most part. To start with, there’s a lot of
background reading to be done to understand
how local government works. Unless you have a
really good grasp of how it all fits together, it’s
not possible to challenge how things are done,
and more importantly to suggest how to improve
things.
I read for probably around two hours most
weekdays; financial reports, committee reports,
records of meetings, practical legal guidance on
all sorts of subjects and planning legislation, it’s
a never-ending list. I also try and do background
reading on what works well everywhere else.
Has a city had great success in a town-centre
regeneration or a traffic management project?
Could it apply here? How much would it cost etc
?
There are a lot of meetings to attend, formal
meetings of course, but also networking
meetings where I get to meet people from a
wide variety of groups and develop contacts, it’s

surprising sometimes how inter-
connected everything is. A couple of

weeks ago, for example, I met with two people
from East Marsh United for a long chat. We
talked about housing, community involvement,
amongst other topics, and it was great to bounce
ideas around and hear about community
engagement on the other side of town. What
happens in the East Marsh affects the town
centre and what happens in the town centre
impacts Great Coates and the Freshney Ward.
The meetings I’ve really enjoyed though are with
some of our local school principals. They are all
clearly passionate about their schools, from
Great Coates Nursery at one end of the age
group through to John Whitgift Academy at the
other. They’ve been keen to show me around
their schools and are very proud of both their
pupils and what’s being achieved. Our Freshney
Ward is very lucky – schools in other wards are
not achieving the same results.
There are fairly frequent council meetings that I
need to attend where decisions are made for our
area, which can be day-time or evening
meetings, and cover everything from planning
application decisions, to how much council tax is
being charged. Local council decision making is
based around a similar party-political system to
the House of Commons, so whichever party has
the most seats controls the agenda, and
everyone else forms the ‘opposition’. At this
time, N.E.L.C. have 42 councillors – 30
Conservative, 8 Labour, 3 Lidbdems and 1

Cllr Steve Holland taking part in the
Great Coates Halloween Weekend

ADay In the Life . . .
Ward Councillor

independent (me). Council meetings really
impact what happens locally and how the future
is shaped, and as the old saying goes, “You
might not be interested in politics but politics is
definitely interested in you”.
A further hour each day, including weekends, is
occupied going through emails and checking on
‘case work’ or outstanding issues. That’s
normally work on behalf of residents or
community groups which can be anything from
nudging the council to sorting out some fly-
tipping, to helping to resolve angry disputes
between neighbours. When a resident contacts
me with a problem that’s in any way
complicated, I like to knock on their door and
speak to them face-to-face. It’s always good to
get out and ‘walk the ward’, and this is takes
place on a regular basis along with council
officers and bodies such as Lincs Housing
Partnership.
Of course, you can’t please everyone, and there
are some issues that are outside my scope and

need to be referred to the correct department or
individual, but one of the most enjoyable things
about being a councillor are those times when
you know you have made a real difference.
As a young and inexperienced manager for
Shell Oil many years ago it was drummed into
me by a senior executive that I had to be three
things to be effective: ‘Visible, Vibrant and
Vocal’. That conversation is a constant reminder
and for me sums up what a ward councillor
should aspire to if they’re going to do a good job
for the residents they represent.
Residents in the ward are welcome to call me at
any time, and I’m never too far away from my
mobile phone, so if you do need to get hold of
me for any reason whatsoever the number is
07950 030833.

Cllr Steve Holland

Some good News ! in conjunc�on with the
Freshney Comrades, the brain child of James,
Grimsby’s very own Canoe Man, we have made
waves where trolleys are concerned. Morrisons
CEO and myself have been engaged on the issue
and together with the Comrades, good
Samaritans and Trolleywise, the number of
reported dumped trolleys in our beau�ful river
has significantly decreased. This can only be a

good thing for the wildlife, the locals who
enjoy the area and the store itself. In addi�on,
further along the river, led by Marc Lawless,
some magnet fishermen (who knew they even
existed !) came across from Leeds to fish out
over 50 trolleys from behind Sainsbury’s and
the Range. A special thanks to Sainsbury’s for
providing fuel for the day in the form of
sandwiches and good food, and Look North for
covering the epic efforts. It makes me SO
proud to see the love for the area and a real
boost in civic pride! This group has really

harnessed so much posi�vity towards our
beau�ful River and Town.

Thanks for your con�nued support Merry
Christmas and here’s to con�nued success in
2023

Lyndsey Downes – Friends of the
Freshney Valley

Friends of Freshney Valley Trolley Mania !
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The first Great Coates Pantomime earlier this month was a huge success with thanks to
CAST Musical Theatre for their hard work in producing three thoroughly enjoyable

performances of Cinderella performances over the weekend.

Well done to all the cast, which included acting debutants and local residents Allyia-Rose
Huntley as Cinderella and nanna Mel Beesly as announcer Herald, and the hard working
backstage crew for a very professional show clearly enjoyed by the enthusiastic audience

judging by their passionate interaction throughout.

 

 

 

 

                

 

  
 

 

GRAB LORRIES – CART AWAY SOIL AND STONE – AGGREGATES – TOPSOIL – 

HARDCORE RECYCLING – OPERATED PLANT HIRE 

 

Address: Estate Road 2, South Humberside Industrial Estate, Grimsby, DN31 2TG 
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T: 01472 341499 

E: info@brianplant.com 
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HSH Coldstores – Investing in the community 

HSH Coldstores (HSH) are proud to be supporting the local community in Great Coates through our sponsorship of 

the new Pony Cart flower display to be installed on The Avenue by Great Coates in Bloom. Since 2014, HSH has had 

a strong presence in Great Coates as the owner of the Lewis Howard Avenue (LHA) storage facility. 

The LHA facility has a significant history, having been opened as Watmough 

and Sons biscuit factory in the 1930s which became part of Scribbans & 

Kemp, later known as Kemp Biscuits in 1948. The factory, which eventually 

became part of United Biscuits produced several well-known brands of 

crisps such as Hula Hoops and Solos. United Biscuits closed the factory in 

1995, which at the time was a large employer in Grimsby employing several 

hundred people. Since the factory’s closure, the site was occupied by a 

variety of operators before eventually becoming abandoned in March 

2010. 

When HSH acquired the former biscuit factory in 2014, four years of abandonment had left the facility in a poor state; 

most of the electrical components on site did not work as the wiring had been stripped for copper with many 

electrical boards being damaged beyond repair. Many parts of the site had also been vandalised with graffiti, and 

smashed windows. 

HSH saw an opportunity to modernise the former factory into a modern cold storage facility which would rival some 

of the largest facilities on offer in Grimsby at the time. However, before HSH could start using the site, significant 

investment was required to ensure the site was safe and secure for staff and visitors. 

Initially, HSH utilised the existing plant room to run the cold storage rooms which were already on site. The existing 

plant dated from the 1970s, meaning it was inefficient to run. 

Since 2014, HSH has invested a total of £10 Million in the facility to bring the site up to a modern standard which 

operates efficiently and improves the site’s appearance visually for the local community. The site fortunately has 

numerous mature trees and wildflowers which help to attract bird and insect life, further enhancing the local area. 

Recent modernisation projects carried out include: 

• Installation of a modern computer-controlled plant room which requires less 

maintenance and is better for the environment 

• Reconstruction of existing cold storage rooms and the installation of new 

rooms to increase storage capacity 

• Installation of 27 new loading bays and 2 access ramps to reduce waiting 

times for drivers collecting and dropping off products 

• Construction of a new side access road linking the front and central loading 

bays together 

• Installing modern cladding on the sides of the building to make the site have 

a modern appearance 

• Installation of new automatic gates and barriers, improving security on site 

• Installation of solar panels on the cold store roof 

HSH are passionate about providing an outstanding service to customers, which 

is why HSH are committed to investing in the LHA facility in Great Coates. HSH 

are also extremely proud to support local communities in the areas where they 

operate. Supported organisations and community initiatives include. 

• Donating food to local food banks 

• Supporting local schools, nurseries, and hospices 

• Sponsoring and donating to grassroots sports clubs and local football teams 

• Investing in local communities through highway sponsorship initiatives and local ‘in Bloom’ schemes 

Why not simply wait for the aeroplane to
land ?

For Cllr. Mike Stewart (Chair of Great
Coates in Bloom) that didn’t come into the
equation as by doing so he raised a
significant sum for Macmillan Cancer
Support. Mike turned 80
this year and his son
thought of a rather
different present for an
octogenarian - Jump out
of an aeroplane at 15,000 !
After his ‘present’ being
cancelled twice because
of poor weather Mike
finally completed his
freefall on Sunday October 9th.

A cool, but sunny day greeted Mike at
Hibaldstow airfield. It wasn’t long before he
was called to be suited and booted before
being given a safety briefing and meeting
his tandem skydiver. A short walk to the

aircraft saw him
boarding before it
took off and
climbed through
the clouds to
around 15,000
feet.

Falling at 120
mph it was a
birthday he’d
never forget,
before the cord
was pulled and
the parachute
opened taking
him back up into
the air before
settling and
floating down. As
he came into land

his sense of
achievement and
endeavour must
have felt amazing.
But for Mike this
was also the end
of a busy few
weeks where he
was instrumental
in raising £1,264
by organising his

annual Macmillan
Coffee Morning, a
seven mile walk
and finally the
skydive. A
passionate charity
fund raiser,
supported by his
wife Dawn, Mike
has helped to raise
£3,187 over the
last three years for Macmillan and Child in
Need.

Well done Mike, Great Coates very own
modern day hero !

Some of the walkers who took part in the
Children in Need Walk

From
15,000 feetFREEFALL
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I was only with you a few weeks ago but sooo
much has happened in just a short space of time.

As you should know I can fly through the trees
faster than some of you humans drive through
this great village - why is it called Great Coates I
wonder ? Anyhow peeps I had the best time
when I fell asleep on top of this guy’s truck and
finished up in a place called Hibaldstow. Some
silly old man reckoned he was 80 and was going
to jump out of a plane to celebrate. I’ve said it
before and I’ll say it again you humans are mad !
- why not wait till it lands ?

Well, this guy might be
80 but he’s as fit as a
fiddle and talk about
walking fast ! I couldn’t
even escape. Before I
knew it I’d got tangled up
in his backpack which I
later found out was a
parachute. Yikes ! - this

plane started trundling down a piece of grass and
took off high into the sky.

It even went above the clouds and I was
absolutely $%£@*&! acorns ! I tell you - that
plane smelt funny. Suddenly some bloke shouted
‘your turn’ and before I
knew it … ahhhh ! I
was out. Talk about
panicking - I didn’t
know what to do. Me
little cheeks were
flapping away and after
a few minutes suddenly
I was shot back up in
the air. My parachute
thing opened up as I
floated down to the
ground. Didn’t tell me
I’d land with a great
bump though did they -
Ouch ! What I didn’t understand was the plane
that I went up in was already back on the ground
- why oh why didn’t I just stay in that.

Well, I limped back to this guy’s car,
struggled to climb onto his roof and just

laid there on my back recovering. But the little
blighter only drove really fast back home - I
thought I was falling out of that plane again.

Imagine my relief as he stopped and I could just
about find the
way back to
my tree
house - Boy !
Did I need a
sleep to
recover.

I woke up a
few days later to Foxy tapping me. Now, I
thought he was my mate but oh no - I told him
about my adventure and all he did was roll about
laughing his head off with his new lady friend,
Vixen.

Don’t worry, my friends - I WILL get my own back
on the old geezer as well as Foxy and Vixen.

Now here’s a thing ? - If you didn’t go to (being
posh now) The Venue in the Village a few weeks
ago, you don’t know what you missed.

Wow - there was a fantastic show with lots of
children and adults dancing and singing and all
dressed up to look scary. Well, nothing scares
me !! Even Frank-enstein tried his hardest but
failed miserably as I munched on his Space
Raiders.

Becky Bug, who knows everything going on,
reckons there was something called a
pantomime early in December. I told her not to
be so stupid. Do you know what she said - oh
yes there was. Well, it’s simple isn’t it - Oh no
there wasn’t…… Well my friends, who was right
? Yes, Becky Bug. It’s been a bad few weeks for
me as Foxy got one over on me, now Becky Bug
and not to mention the old boy who likes to jump
out of planes. Silly man !

Well that's all folks ! Until next time my friends,
have a nutty Christmas and if you spot me don’t
forget to shout out ‘hey Cyrill ! How’s your
Christmas nuts ?
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Fresh from their deserved success
in this year’s annual East Midlands
in Bloom competition, and never
one to rest on their laurels of
course, the hardworking Great
Coates in Bloom team have now
completed the Autumn/Winter
planting throughout the village,
hopefully adding a smile and a
splash of colour to the often dreary
skyline of the coming winter
months.

In October several members of
GCIB attended a special meeting
at Grimsby Town Hall, along with
chair Cllr. Mike Stewart, to
recognise community achievement

and were awarded £250 from the
‘Mayor’s Fund’ towards displays
for the village, with the mayor
expressing a specific interest in
visiting the village to witness first
hand the GCIB achievements.

Attendance of a recent N.E.L.C. In
Bloom group meeting resulted in a
conversation with Lincolnshire
Wildlife Trust and an invite to visit
Great Coates and observe the
contributions from GCIB in support
of local wildlife, which all being
well should take place mid-
December.

As part of the recent ‘Routes of
Remembrance‘ success by Great
Coates Primary school (P.XX)
GCIB were invited to attend East
Midlands Railway AGM in Derby
and were supported with some
great ideas to develop the floral
appearance of our railway station,
now officially adopted in
conjunction with East Midlands
railway by our local in bloom team.

Continuing with the educational
theme, several in bloom members
have recently lent their support in
person to Great Coates Village
Nursery, helping to develop their
Secret Garden. As it’s all rather
‘hush hush’ at the moment we
can’t reveal too much !

For Remembrance Day hopefully
you will have noticed several
additional ‘Tommys‘ located
around the village this year by
GCIB, some of which will remain
on permanent view with their floral

displays. And, standing proudly on
the corner of Station Rd. and
Cooks Lane is a poignant tribute to
Great Coates very own ‘Florence
Nightingale’, nurse Rose
Appleyard, who courageously
served in WW1 and lived in one of
the railway cottages along Woad
Lane.

The Events
Committee seek new
members to join us
Would you like to help plan
and run our events ?

For further
details

Please contact

Do you
have a
few spare
hours
every
month ?

clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com
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If you’d like your child (or
children) to have a magical

and unforgettable
experience this Christmas
Eve please book by

emailing:
clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com

or
WhatsApp/Text 0771 3075682.

Book now to avoid
disappointment though –
limited number of visits

available.

1

The big man in red is making an extra special trip from
Lapland to see all the good boys and girls in Great Coates

on Christmas Eve, Saturday 24th December 2022

Santa will be assisted by elves and carol singers with the
opportunity for a memorable photograph as the children

receive a gift from Santa

Sadly, due to traffic restrictions in Great Coates Santa is having to
leave his sleigh elsewhere but Mrs Claus will be looking after

Rudolph and friends while Santa and his helpers make their way
through the village, bringing Christmas joy to the community.

Will Santa be knocking on your do� ?

Father Christmas!Father Christmas!
Visits Great Coates !Visits Great Coates !
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Great Coates Nursery School Have An Opening
For A Caretaker.

Opening up the nursery, checking doors/windows and carrying
out general maintenance of the school grounds.

It would really suit an active retired person !

Please contact the nursery directly on 01472 231231 for
further details.

After a short break Great Coates
very own micro brewery re-opened
its doors on December 16th and
judging by the the response this was
long awaited.

The opening weekend had eight
ales on offer, most brewed locally,
together with three ciders and a
limited food menu until early next
year.

The menu includes the gourmet
burger - one of the best in the area
together with Southern fried chicken,
pizza platters and a chicken burger.

Initially open until mid January when
it will close, to allow Brian and Claire
to have a well earned holiday before
re-opening again in March.

Open from 2 pm until 11 pm
Wednesday to Sunday

Firstly, we would like to wish everyone a joyous and peaceful
Christmas.
Many will be aware that St Nicolas has unfortunately been closed
for the past month. This is as a result of the complete failure of our
very dated hea�ng system leaving us with an extremely chilly
building. Fortuitously we had just about reached our target for
replacing the system with something modern and more efficient.

The good news is that our new system is due to be installed the week before Christmas. As we have to
ensure that bringing the church back up to temperature does not adversely affect our amazing organ it will
be some�me before we really feel the benefit of a warmer building.
We are holding two services during the Christmas period. There will be our tradi�onal candle lit ‘Nine
Lessons and Carols’ at 6pm on Sunday 18th December and Midnight Mass at 11:30pm on Christmas Eve.
Please do join us but remember to wrap up warm.People may also have no�ced that a sec�on of the
churchyard has been cordoned off. This is because we have concerns around one of our venerable walnut
trees and we are awai�ng work being carried out to make it safe and ensure its future. The tree surgeon will

also do some work on the second walnut tree which has a large overhanging branch which may in
future pull the tree over. Hopefully come the new year normal service will be resumed.

GREAT COATES NURSERY
CHRISTMAS WONDERLAND

Great Coates Nursery School held their first Christmas Fair on 10th
December which was a resounding success. Many craft and food
stalls were complimented by a fantastic Christmas Wonderland,
created with work undertaken by the children.

Children performed an outdoor show for their families on the Friday
evening before walking through the Christmas Wonderland and
receiving a gift from the man himself, Santa.

Well done to all involved, especially the children, for a great
weekend of Christmas fun.
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SPOOKY HOUSE COMPETITION

1st Place 2nd Place

Pumpkin
Winner

3rd Place
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CAST Theatre sarahha11@icloud.com
CTO Ball Mastery ctoballmastery@gmail.com
Puppy Training naturescompanionsdogs@gmail.com
Jade Dance jade.kirsten@hotmail.co.uk
Mini Kixx lewisjcollins1966@gmail.com
Quiz Night nikkiloumaz1969@yahoo.co.uk
W.I. Pauline.armitage@hotmail.com
G&D Stitchers thedickos55@outlook.com

Hiring The Venue in the Village
The Venue in the Village is available for hire to private parties
including onsite parking.

Chairs and tables are provided together with use of a kitchen
and patio doors opening onto a large patio and grassed area.

You may view live availability for The Venue on our website:
www.greatcoatespc.com/hall-booking/. Alternatively email
clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com or send us a message on
Facebook.

What community events would you like to see at The Venue ?
Send your ideas to clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com.

Hire Rates
Standard Hire Rate

Monday to Friday
0800-1600 £10/ hour
1600-2300 £15/ hour

Party Rate

Monday to Sunday
0800-2300 £20/ hour
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Cleethorpes 0610 0856 1059 1256 1456 1656 1857 2107
New Clee 0613 0859 1103 1250 1459 1659 1900 2110
Grimsby Docks 0616 0902 1105 1302 1502 1702 1903 2113
Grimsby Town 0620 0906 1108 1306 1506 1706 1907 2117
Great Coates 0624 0910 1112 1310 1510 1710 1911 2121
Healing 0627 0913 1115 1313 1513 1713 1914 2124
Stallingborough 0630 0916 1118 1316 1516 1716 1917 2127
Habrough 0636 0922 1123 1322 1522 1722 1923 2133
Ulceby 0640 0926 1127 1326 1526 1726 1927 2137
Thornton Abbey 0645 0931 1132 1331 1531 1731 1932 2142
Goxhill 0648 0934 1135 1334 1534 1734 1935 2145
New Holland 0653 0939 1140 1339 1539 1739 1940 2150
Barrow Haven 0656 0942 1143 1342 1542 1742 1943 2153
Barton 0703 0949 1149 1349 1549 1749 1950 2200

Barton 0708 0954 1154 1354 1554 1754 2008 2205
Barrow Haven 0713 0959 1159 1359 1559 1759 2013 2210
New Holland 0717 1003 1203 1403 1603 1803 2017 2214
Goxhill 0722 1008 1208 1408 1608 1808 2022 2218
Thornton Abbey 0725 1011 1211 1411 1611 1811 2025 2221
Ulceby 0730 1016 1216 1416 1616 1817 2030 2226
Habrough 0735 1020 1220 1420 1620 1821 2034 2230
Stallingborough 0741 1026 1226 1426 1626 1827 2040 2236
Healing 0744 1029 1229 1429 1629 1830 2043 2239
Great Coates 0747 1032 1232 1432 1632 1833 2046 2242
Grimsby Town 0752 1037 1237 1437 1637 1838 2051 2247
Grimsby Docks 0756 1041 1241 1441 1641 1842 2055 2251
New Clee 0759 1044 1244 1444 1644 1845 2058 2254
Cleethorpes 0803 1048 1248 1448 1648 1849 2102 2258

Cleethorpes 0640 0854 1054 1254 1454 1658 1856 2104
New Clee 0644 0858 1058 1258 1458 1702 1900 2108
Grimsby Docks 0647 0901 1101 1301 1501 1705 1903 2111
Grimsby Town 0650 0904 1104 1304 1504 1708 1906 2114
Great Coates 0654 0908 1108 1308 1508 1712 1910 2118
Healing 0657 0911 1111 1311 1511 1715 1913 2121
Stallingborough 0700 0914 1114 1314 1514 1718 1916 2124
Habrough 0706 0920 1120 1320 1520 1724 1922 2130
Ulceby 0710 0924 1124 1324 1524 1728 1926 2134
Thornton Abbey 0715 0929 1129 1329 1529 1733 1931 2139
Goxhill 0718 0932 1132 1332 1532 1736 1934 2142
New Holland 0723 0937 1137 1337 1537 1741 1939 2147
Barrow Haven 0726 0940 1140 1340 1540 1744 1942 2150
Barton 0732 0946 1146 1346 1546 1750 1948 2156

Barton 0745 0950 1150 1350 1550 1755 2001 2202
Barrow Haven 0750 0955 1155 1355 1555 1800 2007 2207
New Holland 0754 0959 1159 1359 1559 1804 2011 2211
Goxhill 0759 1004 1204 1404 1604 1809 2016 2216
Thornton Abbey 0803 1008 1208 1408 1608 1813 2020 2220
Ulceby 0808 1013 1213 1413 1613 1818 2025 2225
Habrough 0814 1017 1217 1417 1617 1822 2031 2230
Stallingborough 0820 1023 1223 1423 1623 1828 2036 2235
Healing 0823 1026 1226 1426 1626 1831 2039 2238
Great Coates 0826 1029 1229 1429 1629 1834 2042 2241
Grimsby Town 0831 1034 1234 1434 1634 1839 2047 2246
Grimsby Docks 0836 1040 1237 1437 1637 1842 2050 2249
New Clee 0839 1043 1240 1440 1640 1845 2053 2252
Cleethorpes 0843 1048 1244 1444 1644 1849 2057 2256

Train Timetable
Effective 11th December 2022 to 21st May
2023

Saturday

Monday to Friday

Every year East Midlands Railway mark
Armistice Day to remember our fallen heroes
with services of Remembrance at Nottingham
and Derby railway stations.

Supporting The Veteran’s Charity, they have
created special ‘Routes of Remembrance’
lanyards for employees and applied a decal to
a cl222 passenger train, which can be seen
travelling on the Intercity Route.

This year they collaborated with artist Mel
Langton and eight community groups across
the East Midlands to create unique artwork
installations for this year’s Remembrance Day.
The project has been jointly funded by EMR,
Community Rail Network and six Community
Rail Partnerships across the East Midlands.

Great Coates Primary School were nominated
by Great Coates Village Council and were
selected as one of the eight groups to take
part.

Children worked with Mel Langton for a day to
produce their individual piece of work (above)
which is now proudly displayed at Great
Coates railway station.

The eight individual pieces will travel across
the East Midlands by rail and will be installed to
create one large piece of art at both
Nottingham and Derby railway stations. When
all the pieces come together, they will cleverly

create one large, new piece of artwork. The
collective piece will be on display by the war
memorials, in time for the services on Armistice
Day - Friday 11th November.

The eight community groups who took part in
the project were Great Coates Primary School,
Rhubarb Farm, Langwith-Whaley, 9th Lincoln
Rangers, Lincoln, St artins |School Horizon
Group, Peartree, Ambergate Primary School,
Ambergate, Allison Scout Troup, Barrow-Upon-
Soar, Sleaford Cadets, Sleaford and Arts &
Minds, Longport.

Great Coates Village Council are delighted that
Great Coates Primary School took part in this
initiative which further strengthens our
relationship with East Midlands Railway.

Routes of
Remembrance
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The Novartis Ings wetland site has now been
completed near the shore of the South Bank
of the Humber and has been formally unveiled
at a short ceremony by the Mayor of North
East Lincolnshire, Cllr Steve Beasant, along
with other Councillors, and representatives
from Novartis, Solenis, funding partners and a
range of interested groups who all helped to
create the site.

The site has been developed, thanks to
funding from The European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF), the Greater
Lincolnshire LEP and support
from Novartis Grimsby to create a
temporary stopping off point for wildlife on
their migration journeys, where the
waders in particular can feed on the very
rich invertebrate food source on the
mudflats.
Large numbers of golden plover, lapwing,
black tailed godwit, curlew and others
also stay all winter to benefit from the
relatively mild climate combined with a
reliable food source revealed twice a day
by the tide. Eventually most migrate back
to their Northern breeding grounds in the
spring.
More than five hundred curlews have been
counted using the site in recent weeks, and as
it becomes established over the next few
years, just as more people use motorway
service stations when they’re opened, more
birds will use it as a haven.
The aim of the site is to provide a haven for
wildlife ahead of future potential development
in the area. Companies looking to expand or

invest in the area would have previously
been required to obtain land for wildlife to
offset their developments as a planning

requirement, which can
delay developments for
months and can be hugely
expensive. Thanks to the
mitigation project, the land is
ready and waiting for them.
Cllr Philip Jackson, Leader
of North East Lincolnshire
Council, said: “This is a
fantastic site. This element
of our industrial investment
strategy has already been
praised for leading the way

for future developments. Along with our other
site, the nearby Cress Marsh, we’re protecting
the natural environment, mitigating the impact
of climate change and reducing barriers for
new businesses investing in our area.”Ian
Johnson, Managing
Director, Novartis Grimsby, said: “We are
proud to leave this important environmental
legacy to our local community. This will
permanently mark the 72 years

that Novartis Grimsby has been manufacturing
in the local area when the site closes in
2023.”
Halina Davies, Partnerships and Programmes
Executive Manager at Greater Lincolnshire
LEP said: “We are very pleased to have
supported this important mitigation site, not
only will the scheme ensure protection of our
natural environment, but importantly will
enable further development and economic
growth to progress the South Humber
Industrial Investment Plan and support
expansion of our major South Humber ports.”

Ings Wetland Site
The site was created following the transfer of 35
acres of land, free of charge, from the
pharmaceutical company, Novartis Grimsby. This
generous gesture was their lasting legacy to the
local community after manufacturing at the site
next door for more than 70 years. Land formerly
owned by Solenis completed the total site area.
‘Novartis Ings’ was chosen following a
competition at the Novartis site to name the
mitigation land. The word ‘Ings’ is of Norse origin
referring to water meadows and marshes,
including those that were part of the Humber flood
plain, so fits perfectly!
Public Art At The Site
The giant “hands” that graced the entrance to
the Novartis Grimsby site have been transported
to the new wildlife haven as a permanent
reminder of Novartis and their long history. This
wooden sculpture (best appreciated by an

overhead view as photo) was commissioned in
2008 to mark a key event on site. The
celebrations included a competition to convey
the Novartis vision of ‘caring’ through its
medicines, and the winning entry was brought to
life by local wood artist Darren Capp.
To mark the opening of their newest production
building in 2005, Lincolnshire artist Dan Archer
was commissioned to design a feature reflecting
the successful partnership of all involved. His
sculpture comprised of five granite benches set in
a circle surrounding a central obelisk,
representing togetherness.
Two of the benches have now been relocated and
provide seating next to Novartis Ings. One is
engraved with the Pyewipe bird (see photo)
symbolising the local area which has been
adopted as a logo over many years. The other
shows C for Carbon from the chemical periodic
table, the basis of all process chemistry carried
out at Novartis Grimsby and the element on which
all life on earth is based.

Family History At The Site
During the build of the site over the last six
months, a family with local roots came
forward to tell their story. Mary Neale, who
now lives in Cornwall revealed the family
history of the site …
“In around 1910, John Johnson became a
tenant farmer at Woad Farm which was
owned by Sutton Estates. He married
Maria King in 1912. They had three
children - Mabel - who died of diphtheria
aged 6 - followed by Nancy and Ron. John
and Maria are my direct grandparents and
Nancy was my mother.
In the 1930s and ‘40s, John and Maria
Johnson farmed this land – they had cattle,
horses, turkeys and a few crops. At that
time, it was known as Woad Farm, or
sometimes called ‘the Wadd’.
After the outbreak of the second world war,
Ron joined the Home Guard but lived on
the farm to help his parents, and Nancy
went to Edinburgh as a nurse.
In June 1943 the Luftwaffe dropped anti-
personnel butterfly bombs on Grimsby,
killing more than 60 people but some
landed in the adjacent fields. The army
searched the surrounding farmland to
make sure that the area was safe.
However, on 18 May 1944, just days
before his birthday, my grandfather, John,
and a young farm boy, Sydney Russell,
aged 14, were
working on the land
with two horses when
they ploughed up a
bomb which exploded
killing them both.
My Grandmother,
Maria, carried on at
the farm until 1949,
helped by her son
Ron, but eventually
they moved from the
farmhouse into Great
Coates village.
The farmhouse was flooded in the storm
surge of 1953, and was eventually
demolished but the trees that surrounded
the house and farm buildings are still
standing and can still be seen where it
stood in the site.
“ My mother would be so pleased that this
is now a safe and peaceful wildlife
area.”
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Ingredients
1 lb. refrigerated pizza dough
Egg wash (1 egg whisked with 1
tbsp water)
7 mozzarella sticks
1/4 c. melted butter
1/2 c. finely grated Parmesan
1 tbsp. Thinly sliced basil
1 tbsp. chopped parsley
1 tbsp. chopped rosemary
Marinara, warmed (for serving)

Step 1

Preheat oven to 230°. Line a large baking sheet with parchment paper. Cut mozzarella sticks
into 1” pieces and set aside.

Step 2

On a floured surface, divide pizza dough into two pieces. Stretch and roll each piece of
dough into a long rectangle, then cut dough into 2” squares (you’ll need 33 total).

Step 3

Wrap a dough square around each piece of mozzarella, forming a tightly sealed ball. Place
balls seam-side down on the baking sheet in the shape of a Christmas tree (they should be
touching). Brush egg wash on dough balls and bake until golden, 15 to 20 minutes.

Step 4

Meanwhile, whisk together melted butter, Parmesan and herbs. Brush on baked pizza balls.
Serve warm with marinara for dipping.

CHRIST MAS
Recipe

Pull-Apart
Christmas Tree
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The	all	new	Grimsby	Golf	Centre
High-tech	and	fun	for	all	the	family

Our	new	radar	based	technogy	range	is	open	to	all	and	you	can	now	book	a	bay	on	line
Great	pros	to	help	you	improve	-	book	a	lesson	today

FOOTGOLF	Open	for	the	summer	season	too	-	book	online
American	Golf	-	for	all	your	golfing	needs

visit	the	website:

grimsbygolfcentre.com
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To report any issues with
highways, planning,

parking, waste, fly �pping,
street cleaning etc go to:

www.nelc.gov.uk/report-it/

Useful Numbers
Police - Emergency 999
Police - Non Emergency 101

NHS Direct 111
Emergency Dentist 111
Out of Hours GP 01472 256222
Crime Stoppers 0800 555111
Grimsby Hospital 01472 874111
Samaritans 116123 (free)



Thursday 24th Nov
Thursday 8th Dec
Thursday 22nd Dec
Thursday 5th Jan
Thursday 19th Jan
Thursday 2nd Feb
Thursday 16th Feb
Thursday 2nd Mar

Thursday 1st Dec
Thursday 15th Dec
Thursday 29th Dec
Thursday 12th Jan
Thursday 26th Jan
Thursday 9th Feb
Thursday 23rd Feb
Thursday 9th Mar

Monday 5th Dec
Monday 13th Feb
Monday 27th Feb
Monday 13th Mar
Monday 27th Mar
Monday 10th Apr
Monday 24th Apr
Monday 8th May

Recycling Collections

Please put your blue or grey bin
out before 7am on the relevant
blue or grey collection date.

Refuse Collections

Please put your green bin out
before 7am on the dates shown
below. Green bins are emptied
every two weeks.

Garden Waste Collections

Please put your brown bin out
before 7am on the dates shown
below. Brown bins are emptied
every two weeks.

Waste and Recycling
Calendar

The nearest Community
Recycling Centre (the ‘tip’) is
located at Gilbey Road,

Grimsby, DN31 2UD. This is
open from 8am until 6pm every

day.

The dates provided are subject
to change especially during
bank holidays or bad weather.
You can check collection days
by going to www.nelc.gov.uk/
refuse-collection-schedule/.


