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Council Information
Chairman Cllr Jim Masterton jimmasterton@hotmail.co.uk

Vice Chairman Cllr Mike Huntley cllr.mikehuntley@gmail.com

Councillors	 Cllr	Cliff	Barber	 clerk.greatcoates@gmail.com
 Cllr Lisa Cutting cllr.lisacutting@hotmail.com
 Cllr Karl Green cllr.karlgreen@gmail.com
 Cllr Ray Lawrance cllr.raylawrance@hotmail.co.uk
 Cllr Mike Stewart mikestewart.fritzroy@gmail.com
 Cllr Emma Stiles clerk.greatcoates@gmail.com
 Cllr Kevin Redgrift cllr.kevinredgrift@gmail.com

Clerk to the Council Carl Thomas clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com

Ward	Councillors	 Cllr	Cliff	Barber	 cliff.barber@nelincs.gov.uk
 Cllr Callum Procter callum.procter@nelincs.gov.uk
 Cllr Tom Furneaux tom.furneaux@nelincs.gov.uk

Email clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com

Postal 28 Allington Drive
Address Great Coates
	 Grimsby
 DN37 9FF

Schedule of Meetings
All meetings are held at the Village Hall, Cooks Lane, Great Coates commencing at 7 pm unless 
otherwise stated.

Thursday	24th	September	2020
Thursday	22nd	October	2020
Thursday	26th	November	2020
Thursday	17th	December	2020

The	Great	Coates	Village	Magazine	is	edited	and	produced	by	Great	Coates	Village	Council.

          Opinions or views expressed within the magazine are solely the views of individuals and do not 
necessarily represent the view of Great Coates Village Council.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic and Government 
advice meetings may be held virtually. Please 

check our website or Facebook pages nearer the 
time for updated information
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From the editor
It’s often said the only certainties in life are 
death	and	taxes	……	a	rather	sobering	thought.	
So on a more positive note we’d like to make 
an addition to that shortlist ….. your very own 
Great Coates Village Magazine ! Despite the 
various restrictions still in place, once again 
we’re determined to ensure the Great Coates 
community	know	what’s	been	happening	in	
and	around	our	village,	either	via	the	website	at	
greatcoatespc.com or through magazine you’re 
probably	holding	right	now.

As a nation it seems we’re taking two steps 
forward	and	one	back	at	times	but	at	Great	
Coates Village Council (were we can safely 
do so) we’re taking the stance ‘ THE SHOW 
MUST	GO	ON	!	‘		Since	our	last	publication	in	
June we’ve seen at least two exciting Great 
Coates	In	Bloom	events	take	place	in	the	
village.	On	the	final	weekend	of	June,	in	largely	
sunny weather, the residents of Great Coates 
did the village proud once again ! You came 
together and presented a fantastic array of 
scarecrows for Worzel and Aunt Sally to judge 
on the Saturday afternoon (that’s right Worzel 
Gummidge and Aunt Sally were here in Great 
Coates)	The	effort	and	imagination	of	the	
community was amazing with everything from 
traditional to highly imaginative scarecrows 
appearing in gardens and grass verges 
all	around	the	village.	Our	celebrity	judges	
struggled to pick a winner in a hotly contested 
event	but	despite	a	skirmish	with	the	local	
constabulary	on	Woad	Lane	for	a	breach	of	the	
peace	as	they	publicly	disagreed	over	second	
place (see P.22), the eventual winner with a 
fantastic	display	was	.	.	.	.	???		Page	20	has	
the	answer	along	with	some	terrific	photos	?	
Hats	off	to	everyone	who	participated	!

Another	great	community	effort	shortly	followed	
as Great Coates presented another united front 
with an extremely colourful and tidy maiden 
entry	in	the	Best	Kept	Village	competition,	
organised	and	judged	by	The	Countryside	
Charity,	achieving	an	extremely	creditable	
fourth place in the relevant population 
category,	an	excellent	result	for	our	very	first	
entry	!	(details	on	P.6)	As	an	added	bonus	

on Thursday 13th August village council chair 
Jim Masterton, GCVC clerk Carl Thomas 
and	myself	judged	the	best	kept	garden	
competition,	which	residents	had	been	invited	
to	enter	for	a	whopping	£100	cash,	first	prize.	
The	effort	and	hard	work	were	highly	evident	
and	after	a	double	re-count	two	gardens	
couldn’t	be	separated	for	the	first	prize.	Take	a	
look	on	P.7	for	the	photos	of	the	joint	first	place	
winners	and	their	beautiful	gardens.	Another	
fantastic	effort	everyone	!	Well	done	to	all	the	
entrants ! Great Coates has never looked so 
good, thanks to you !

Featuring	in	your	September	magazine	we	
have	regulars,	Great	Coates	in	Bloom	(	more	
great photos and news of a further addition 
to the village landscape on P.5), Let the Train 
take the strain steams forward out of it’s Covid 
restrictions (P.11), another Great Coates walk 
steps	up	(P.8)	,	Blooming	Great	Coates	is	on		
(P.30)	and	of	course	kids	favourite	Cyril	and	
friends	scurries	across	to	P.27	.	Remember	to	
enter our exclusive prize competitions on P.38 
like our June winners  

On	P.24	we’re	delighted	to	bring	you	the	Covid	
busting	story	of	Crafty	1,	the	latest	micro-
brewery	to	successfully	burst	onto	the	craft	
beers	scene	(and	it’s	on	your	doorstep	!)	And	
find	out	what	‘	A	Day	in	the	Life	of	a	….	‘	local	
magistrate looks like on P.33. 

Last,	but	by	no	means	least	after	advertising	
the vacancy for the last two years Great Coates 
Village Council is delighted to welcome two 
new	councillors	on	board	!	We’re	delighted	
to draw on the vast experience and insight 
of local ward councillor and former mayor of 
Grimsby,	Cllr.	Cliff	Barber	and	adding	another	
ladies	point	of	view	to	the	council	will	be	former	
Yorkshire	bank	manager	and	busy	Great	
Coates	mum	Emma	Stiles.	Welcome	aboard	
Cliff	and	Emma.

So, in wrapping up 
another magazine it 
only remains to say   
Take care ! Stay safe ! 
Remember	to	wear	your	
face mask and we’ll see 
you	in	December	for	
your	bumper	Christmas	
edition.   

Well done Great Coates!  It’ll take more than a 
pandemic to keep this community down !

Cllr Karl Green



4 4



5

GREAT
COATES IN BLOOM

After	the	runaway	success	of	the	Great	Coates	in	Bloom	scarecrow	event	and	the	
successful	entry	of	the	village	into	the	Lincolnshire	Best	Kept	Village	2020,	it’s	almost	a	
case	of	‘follow	that’	for	Great	Coates	in	Bloom	chair	Mike	Stewart	and	the	hardworking	in	
Bloom	team.	

However Mike said the team had already received 
lots	of	favourable	comments	about	the	colourful	
displays they’d organised at St. Nicolas church and 
‘Tommy’s	Mound	‘	on	Woad	Lane,	both	of	which	had	
been	prepared	for	VJ	Day	on	Sunday	15th	August	
with a special service held at ‘Tommy’s Mound’ to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of 
World War Two.  

The	work	of	the	In	Bloom	team	continues	all	year	
round of course and Mike told us how the focus is now 
on	Autumn	planting	with	over	two	hundred	Bluebells	to	
plant	in	addition	to	the	many	personal	boxes	located	
throughout the village. Mike and the team are currently 
waiting	for	confirmation	from	N.E.L.C.	that	a	pony	cart	
can	be	permanently	located	on	the	green	at	the	top	of	
Station	rd.	next	to	the	bus	stop	which	will	serve	as	a	
fabulously	colourful	focal	point	for	the	main	entrance	

to	the	village.	The	next	official	event	for	GCIB	is	
their	annual	MacMillan	coffee	morning	to	be	held	
at 47 Woad Lane on the morning of Saturday 26th 
September	between	ten	o’clock	and	midday.	In	
October	the	team	will	be	preparing		to	respect	the	
fallen of two World Wars with their eye catching, 
red poppy displays featuring at several locations 
around the village. 



GREAT
COATES IN BLOOM

With the prestigious 
East	Midlands	In	Bloom	
Competition cancelled 
this year the village made 
a	late	entry	into	the	Best	
Kept	Village	run	by	the	
Countryside Charity.

Having never entered a 
competition	before	and	
with	the	In	Bloom	Group	
just two years old it was 
a huge achievement to 
be	judged	4th	of	villages	
throughout North & North 
East Lincolnshire scoring 
190	out	of	200.

The	winner	was	Worlaby	who	scored	194.

Judges toured 
the village 
anonymously 
and singled 
out 'The Train', 
outside 9 
Station Road 
as the most 
innovative planting display commenting "The 

train and 3 
carriages set 
on a  wooden 
track provides 
a delightful 
display of 
colour on 
the verge 
on Station 

Road. The construction of the engine using 
an oil drum and the wooden carriages is 
impressive	matched	by	the	highly	effective	
range of plants which provide a colourful and 
innovative attraction.

How The Judges Scored Great Coates Mark
Max

General Tidiness & Appearance 
Litter,	fly	tipping,	graffiti,	including	at	bus	stops	&	telephone	boxes.	General	
maintenance of hedges, trees, verges, fences, walls, paths and seats

49
50

Community Facilities 
Community	centres,	village	halls,	schools,	parks,	playing	fields,	
churchyards/cemeteries,	chapel	surrounds,	war	memorials	and	public	
noticeboards.

48
50

Gardens & Community Areas 
Gardens,	window	boxes,	hanging	baskets,	tubs	and	planters,	community	
planting,	public	area

65
70

Other Community Features 
Shops,	inns,	farmsteads,	workshops,	business	premises,	advertisements	
and signposts.

28
30

This is a most attractive village, significantly 
enhanced by some delightful community planting 
and commendably free of litter. There has been 
an impressive community effort in preparing the 
village for this competition with many attractive 
features throughout the village. Many residents 
had very tidy and attractive gardens, with 
particularly colourful floral displays and planting 
at Rose Cottage on old Road, 4 Hunters Croft, 
78 and 80 Woad Lane and also at Church 
Cottages on Station Road.
The community planting includes a very colourful 
display of planting baskets on the fence at the 

mini-roundabout, at the end of Station 
Road adjoining Great Coates Road. There 
was also a great array of well-chosen 

planting at the entrance to the village on Woad 
Lane near the village sign.
More community planting could be found at 
Osprey Drive (where there was also a well-
maintained play area), by the level crossing on 
Woad Lane and planting under trees at the end 
of Newbury Terrace and Blackthorne Drive. A 
particularly attractive feature was the planting 
at the entrance to the footpath on Allington 
Drive. There was very well-painted fencing with 
planters at either end and a bench with flowers 
alongside.
The village also benefits from good noticeboards 
and a very good-sized and well-maintained village 
hall with excellent planting around the building

How The Judges Summed Up Great Coates
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GREAT
COATES IN BLOOM

August not only saw The Countryside Charity, 
Northern	Lincolnshire	Best	Kept	Village	
competition	but	also	judging	by	members	of	
Great	Coates	Village	Council	for	best	kept	
garden. Whilst the judging took place viewing 
front gardens throughout the village, residents 
had	been	invited	to	inform	the	council	clerk	
if they wished to nominate their rear garden 
also as part of the process and several keen 
gardeners took up the opportunity. On a rather 
overcast,	mid-August	morning	village	council	
chair Cllr. Jim Masterton, Cllr. Karl Green and 
clerk to the council Carl Thomas set out with 
the	unenviable	task	of	picking	a	winner.	
Whose	efforts	and	imagination	would	be	
rewarded	with	the	£100	first	prize	?	
Unsurprisingly, with added opportunity arising 
from	the	recent	lockdown,	the	effort,	hard	
work and imagination of the community meant 
the standard throughout the village was 
extremely high with ponds, water features, 
decorative stone and slate complimenting a 
colourful	variety	of	flora	and	fauna.	Clearly	
many residents had given plenty of thought to 
planning and designing their gardens, ranging 
from	neat	and	simple,	striking	and	effective	to	
colourful	wild	flowers	surrounding	ponds	and	
rockeries.

  

After two hours marvelling at the fantastic 
efforts,	creativity	and	no	little	TLC	clearly	
applied throughout the village, it was whittled 
down	to	eight	finalists.	Deciding	the	eventual	
winner	would	be	extremely	tricky	and	in	the	
interests	of	impartiality	a	secret	ballot	was	held	
with	the	judges	awarding	points	between	one	
and	eight	for	each	of	the	finalists.
As a result of the exceptional standard on 
display	it	took	a	double,	‘election	style	‘	recount	
to discover two particular gardens could not 
be	separated	!!		Both	residents	‘gamble	’	to	
include	their	back	garden	in	the	equation	
had	paid	off	with	a	table	topping		25	points	
and	joint	first	place	!	A	mention	must	go	to	
Rose Cottage, Station Rd who achieved an 
extremely	creditable	third	place	
Before	we	announce	the	joint	winners	Great	
Coates Village Council would like to say a very 
big	thankyou	all	the	green	fingered	residents	
for	their	sterling	effort,	creativity	and	once	
again doing our village proud ! Well done and 
thankyou Great Coates !   Drumroll please 
…….	And	the	joint	first	place	winners,	splitting	
the	£100	prize	between	them	are	Mrs.	Jean	
Stocks of Woad Lane and Mr. Raymond Frost 
of	Meadowbank	……..	Congratulations	to	you	
both	!



8

Walk No

2
Distance

4
miles

Time
1.20

hours

The Freshney Wildlife

Our second 
walk in this 
series takes us 
to a wonderful 
area of wildlife 
and scenery 
which has 
dramatically 
changed over 

the	last	20	years	or	so.

This is an extremely easy walk for all ages 
as	it’s	flat	throughout.

We start this walk turning onto the 
footpath along the River Freshney walking 
towards St Michaels Church. 

The initial part of 
the	walk	is	quite	
open	but	look	
closely and you 
may see evidence 
of Otters or if you’re 
really lucky Otters 
themselves as this 
is the area where 
they often reside. 
Work is currently 

taking place to 

secure	the	river	banks	as	the	heightened	
Otter	activity	is	beginning	to	weaken	them.

As you 
approach 
Great 
Coates 
Road with 
St Michaels 
Church on 
your left you 
begin	by	
crossing the 
bridge	to	nowhere	?

As you cross the road keep to your left 
you	will	again	follow	the	banks	of	the	
Freshney	but	on	this	section	it’s	a	very	
different	river.	An	abundance	of	wildlife	
can	be	seen	here	as	the	river	winds	
around with a more natural feel.

Depending	on	the	time	of	year	you'll	be	
able	to	spot	ducks,	swans,	numerous	
different	birds,	water	voles,	terrapins	and	
otters to name just a few.

You may download the full walk 
leaflet giving directions and a map 
from the village council website:                                     
www.greatcoatespc.com/walks.
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Continuing the walk, you come into an 
area which can sometimes have an 
eerie	feel	previously	dry	land	but	now	
obviously	wetlands.	Former	woodland	
has now disappeared to reveal a huge 
natural "lake" where wildlife has evolved 
significantly	over	recent	years.

Several	trees	still	remain,	now	obviously	
dead, with no greenery appearing out of 
the	ground	engulfed	by	water.

As	you	approach	the	footbridge,	leading	
towards	Laceby	Acres,	take	a	right	turn	
walking along the footpath through the 
wooded	area	back	towards	Great	Coates	
Road.

Carry	on	into	Wybers	Wood	where	you	
can	enjoy	a	meal	and	a	pint	at	The	Jubilee	
or	have	a	walk	back	to	Great	Coates	with	
a	delicious	tray	of	fish	and	chips	from	the	
excellent	Wybers	Chippy.

You'll	now	walk	back	into	Great	Coates	via	
The Avenue, one of the oldest areas of the 
village.

No matter how many times you take 
this walk you'll almost certainly see new 
wildlife and the changing landscape of the 
River Freshney.
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Well	we	are	back	!	and	delighted	to	continue	
our	journey	showcasing	the	finest	hostelries	
for eating and drinking along the Cleethorpes 
to	Barton	railway.

Limited trains do mean you have to plan 
a	little	and	our	first	trip	involved	taking	my	
grandson to one of his grandad’s favourite 
destinations	-	Barton.

Leaving	Great	Coates	on	the	10.11	train	we	
arrived	in	Barton	at	10.50.	Unfortunately,	
no	beer	for	Grandad	on	this	trip	(Barton	is	
renowned	for	its	real	ale	pubs)	so	we	took	a	
short walk along the Ropewalk towards the 

Humber	bank.	

Stopping	off	at	a	
great play area for 
my grandson after 
which we walked 
towards the Waters 
Edge Visitors Park. 
Sadly, the assault 
course	had	been	
vandalised, so we 
carried on through 
the visitors’ park 

before	making	our	way	along	the	Humber	
Bank	to	The	Old	Tileworks	for	lunch.

Different	times	today	-	track	and	trace	in	
operation,	being	greeted	at	the	door	and	
shown	to	your	table,	after	having	your	
temperature checked.

I’ve visited here a few times and cannot 
fault	the	service	or	food.	Breakfasts	here	are	
fantastic	-	very	tasty,	good	portions	and	great	
value for money. Unfortunately, we arrived a 

few	minutes	too	late	for	breakfast	today,	so	I	
opted	for	the	burger	and	my	grandson	had	a	
cheese sandwich.

Although you need to place your order at the 
servery, all cutlery and drinks are delivered to 
your	table.	

The	food	arrived	pretty	quickly	and	we	both	
tucked	in.	A	tasty,	meaty	burger	served	with	
home cooked chips, 
flavoursome	salad	
and lovely homemade 
coleslaw	-	very	
enjoyable.

My grandson’s sandwich 
was served with crisps 
and salad and he told 
me it was fresh and 
nice !

You cannot leave here without having a cake 
so	I	chose	the	strawberry	slice	whereas	
Lewis	went	for	size	-	a	huge	chocolate	cake	
!.

We	walked	off	our	lunch	along	the	Humber	
Bridge	and	back	through	the	Bridge	Park	
where we spent some more time at the kids 
play area (surprise, surprise ! )

Our	return	train	was	at	13.50	so	we	decided	
to	walk	back	stopping	off	at	The	Ropewalk	
Coffee	Shop	for	ice	cream.	Three	scoops	
was	just	too	much	but	between	us	we	
demolished	it	before	jumping	onto	the	train.

Another	great	day	in	Barton.
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The	Foundry	is	a	new	bar	and	grill	on	Grant	Street	in	
Cleethorpes.

Just twenty minutes after jumping on the 12.29 from Great 
Coates to Cleethorpes we were settled down looking at the 
menu.	Again,	a	limited	menu	but	a	good	choice	of	dishes.	
Mostly German themed, I opted for the 'Hot Diggerty Dog' while 
my wife ordered the fried chicken schnitzel. 

A	good	range	of	drinks	was	on	offer,	although	only	one	real	ale	but	
excellent all the same. I can thoroughly recommend the Atlantic 
Pale Ale.

This	large	venue	has	substantial	seating	
inside	and	a	huge	beer	garden	where	
we	are	assured	local	bands	will	entertain	
when	things	get	back	to	normal,	whatever	
the norm is ?

Friendly,	table	service	was	available	with	
drinks arriving promptly and the food not 
long afterwards and it looked really good ! 

The	Hot	Diggerty	Dog	comprised	a	foot-long	Bratwurst	served	with	
chilli	beef	in	a	Pretzel	roll	with	fries,	sauerkraut	and	onion	shards.	
Couldn’t wait to dig in and I wasn't disappointed. Very tasty and 
thoroughly	enjoyable	!	

The	chicken	schnitzel	served	with	fries,	curried	coleslaw	and	pickled	cucumber	was	equally	
tasty according to my wife, who promptly informed me that she could not wait to return and 
try another dish.

Good	sized	portions	didn't	disappoint,	and	the	service	was	very	efficient	with	two	meals	and	
two	drinks	coming	to	a	very	reasonable	£30.	This	large	venue	has	potential	and	it’s	great	to	
see	it	open	again	and	based	on	our	visit	we're	pretty	sure	it	will	quickly	become	very	popular	
–	We	will	certainly	be	back	in	any	event.

No.2 Pub
When in Cleethorpes and if you're a real ale 
fan you cannot go without a visit to  the 'No 2 
Refreshment Rooms' or as some call it 'Under The 
Clock'.	This	small	but	extremely	friendly	bar	is	listed	
in	The	Good	Pub	Guide	and	its	easy	to	see	why.	A	
good	selection	of	real	ales	frequently	changed	with	
guest	ales	at	reasonable	prices.

The	only	drawback	to	this	cosy	pub	is	it's	small	but	often	the	regulars	will	ensure	you	have	a	
seat	and	make	you	welcome,	before	boarding	the	train	back	to	Great	Coates.
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The	Green	Man	at	Stallingborough	re-opened	
on during August and that meant the return of 
their	superb	Sunday	roasts.

Like	most	pubs	they	currently	operate	with	
a	limited	menu	but	this	has	not	affected	the	
quality	and	standard	of	food.

A	choice	of	turkey,	pork	or	lamb	
shank with a good serving of 
vegetables	and	potatoes	for	
£9.49, although you pay £11.49 
for	the	lamb	and	£10.49	for	the	
beef.

Ordering using the new online 
app is easy and drinks are 
promptly	delivered	to	your	table.

Our	meals	arrived	quickly	with	a	generous	
helping of the roast, a good range of tasty veg 
with unlimited gravy and excellent, friendly 
service	where	nothing	is	too	much	trouble.	

Everything was cooked to perfection and 
there were certainly no complaints from 
anyone in our party as we all left very 
happy.

You can even order additional Yorkshire 
puddings, roast potatoes 
and gravy if you’re feeling 
hungry – ALL AT NO 
EXTRA COST !

They normally have at 
least two real ales on 
offer	and	a	good	choice	of	
drinks.

You'll	not	be	disappointed	
and we’re certain once you’ve tried a Green 
Man	roast,	you'll	be	back	for	more.

One word of advice though – It’s usually 
busy	(always	a	good	sign)	so	book	a	table	
otherwise	you	may	be	disappointed.

The Green Man
Stallingborough

Sunday Roasts Are Back !
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Train Times 
Temporary	Timetable

Before	you	travel	its	w
ise	to	

check train tim
es at the m

om
ent 

as	they	are	subject	to	change.

Either use the Trainline 
app or go to https://w

w
w.

northernrailw
ay.co.uk/stations/

C
LE#station-tim

etables
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OPERATION YELLOWFIN
Currently one of the most emotive and concerning 
issues within the village is the dangerous and reckless 
behaviour	of	unlicensed	motorcyclists	tearing	through	
the village at law 
breaking	speeds,	
putting the lives 
of	both	motorists	
and pedestrians 
at risk. Recently 
Great Coates has 
seen	a	significant	
rise	in	the	number	
of incidents 
relating to these 
brainless	idiots	!		Several	pedestrians	including	young	
mothers walking with or pushing young children in 
their pushchairs have needed to take evasive action 
to protect themselves and their small children from 
being	mown	down.	The	majority	of	these	near	misses	
have centred around the cutting area (often referred to 
as	footpath	49)	between	Cromwell	Rd.	on	the	Willows	
Estate and Station Rd. Great Coates also running 
off	into	Ferndown.	In	addition	to	being	a	dangerous	
weapon	in	the	hands	of	these	morons	the	motorbikes	
in	question	are	completely	illegal,	neither	licensed	(no	
registration plates) taxed or insured. 

Although Great Coates Village Council are liaising 
closely with N.E. Lincs. Council over potential physical 
restrictions	around	the	entry	/	exit	points,	the	problem	is	
of a criminal nature unfortunately, rendering the village 
council somewhat powerless in the circumstances. 
The	issue	of	motorbike	theft	and	the	anti-social	use	of	
motorbikes	is	currently	under	close	scrutiny	through	
Humberside	Police	initiative	Operation	Yellowfin	which	
has	proved	very	successful	in	tackling	these	specific	
crimes	north	of	the	Humber.	

Our local policing team in Great Coates are 
encouraging anyone who has experienced this type of 
anti-social	behaviour	or	has	any	information	relating	to	
these	crimes	to	report	the	incident	immediately	on	101	
or	anonymously	on	Crimestoppers	0800	555	111.		More	
details	about	Operation	Yellowfin	can	be	found	on	the	
Humberside	Police	website	-	www.humberside.police.
uk.

SPEEDWATCH 
UPDATE

  Great Coates Village 
Council Speedwatch 
campaign, aimed at deterring 
speeding motorists in our 
village, continues to go from 
strength to strength in making 
the roads safer throughout 
the village for everyone. 
Recent Speedwatch activity 
has proved successful in 
catching	motorists	breaking	
the law whilst driving through 
the	village	in	excess	of	the	30	
MPH speed limit. As a direct 
result, to date over twenty 
five	‘speeders’	have	been	
contacted	by	Safer	Roads	
Humber	and	warned	about	
their future conduct and the 
need to slow down and drive 
within the speed limit on UK 
roads. Anyone interested in 
supporting the Great Coates 
Speedwatch initiative should 
contact clerk.greatcoatesvc@
gmail.com.
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Crime Report 
Between May - July 2020

May 2020 
112 crimes in Freshney Policing Team 
13	offences	in	one	area	of	the	village	all	out	
of the same incident.

June 2020 
62 crimes in Freshney Policing Team 
1	-	theft	from	motor	vehicle 
4	-	interference	with	motor	vehicle

July 2020 
61 crimes in Freshney Policing Team 
3	offences	-	all	domestic	violence

GHOSTIES and GHOULIES 

Currently	we	have	our	fingers	crossed	
the Halloween Event planned to take 
place at the village hall on Saturday 
October	31st	may	still	go	ahead	but	in	
these	uncertain	times	it’s	impossible	
to say. However with the resounding 
success	of	the	GCIB	Scarecrow	Event	
in	June,	it	would	be	great	to	see	the	
same community spirit coming together 
to display spooky Halloween themes in 
our front gardens, as many residents 
did last year (photos were featured in 
our	December	magazine)	And	with	the	
chance	of	potentially	winning	first	prize	
like the Dunn family on Woad Lane 
with their amazing scarecrow display, 
pocketing	them	£100	for	their	efforts.	
Last year around Halloween we saw 
plenty of cracking pumpkin lanterns 
and fantastic spooky garden displays 
of Ghosties, Ghoulies, Long legged 
beasties	and	Things	that	I’m	pretty	sure	
I	heard	go	bump	in	the	night	!	Great	
fun for kids of all ages !  Also watch 
out	for	news	of	a	spectacular	Bonfire	
Night	event	possibly	coming	your	way	
!		Further	updates	will	be	published	on	
the	village	council	website	greatcoates	
pc.com

GREAT COATES ANNUAL
LITTER PICK

Owing to lockdown guidelines and Covid 19 
restrictions the annual Great Coates litter pick, 
which normally takes place in March had to 
be	postponed	earlier	this	year.	However,	we	
have	now	been	able	to	re-schedule	this	event	
and the new date for the Village Clean Up to 
take	place	is	Saturday	the	12th	of	September.	
The	event	has	been	well	supported	by	the	
community in recent years and everyone 
and anyone’s help is very much appreciated 
to keep our village clean and tidy. If you 
would	like	to	help,	equipment	is	provided	and	
obviously	the	more,	the	merrier,	so	Womble	
on	down	to	the	village	hall	for	10.00	am	on	
Saturday	12th	September	to	help	keep	Great	
Coates tidy ! (P.18) Thankyou !

News From St Nicolas Church
Throughout history, no matter what life has thrown at 
us	there	has	always	been	one	constant	-	the	Church.	
However, in these unprecedented times even the 
Church	has	had	to	make	changes	and,	for	the	first	time	
in modern history, churches have had to close their 
doors. Not even during the two wars did this happen. 
Modern	technology	has	enabled	St	Nicolas	to	continue	
to serve the community through online daily prayers, 
communion	on	a	Sunday	morning	and	a	Friday	sing-
a-long,	organised	by	our	organist,	with	requests	made	
during	the	week	on	the	church’s	Facebook	page.	
The	church	has	also	been	made	available	for	private	
prayer each Tuesday and Thursday. As things have 
begun	to	move	forward,	we	are	at	last	able	to	move	
back	to	Sunday	morning	services,	with	restrictions	in	
place of course. Socially distanced services with face 
masks and no singing are taking a little getting used to. 
Currently	the	online	broadcasts	are	continuing.

Looking forward we are still planning to open for the 
Heritage	Day	on	Saturday	19th	September	between	
10.00am	and	4.00pm.	It	will	however	be	a	more	
slimmed	down	event	with	the	obvious	precautions	
and	we	will	not	be	able	to	serve	refreshments.	We	
also intend having our harvest festival service that 
weekend, at the Sunday morning service. 

As	a	church	community	we	have	been	supporting	the	
local	food	bank	for	some	time	and	were	concerned	
that	without	services,	where	we	could	collect	suitable	
items,	the	recipients	would	suffer.	Fortunately,	Pauline,	
who	has	been	our	link	with	the	food	bank,	generously	
offered	to	wait	outside	the	church	between	10	and	
10.30	each	Tuesday	morning	so	that	people	could	
drop	off	their	contributions	which	she	then	takes	to	the	
food	bank.	Thanks	to	this	arrangement	we	have	been	
able	to	provide	much	needed	and	much	appreciated	
food	and	toiletries	to	those	most	in	need.	A	big	thank	
you	to	all	those	who	have	made	the	time	to	contribute	
to this much needed service.





19

SCARECROW EVENT
Whilst Lincolnshire villages Faldingworth and 
Tetney are well known for their scarecrow 
weekends, the annual Great Coates scarecrow 
event,	in	only	its	second	year	and	organised	by	
Great	Coates	in	Bloom,	appears	to	be	gaining	a	
similarly popular reputation.

Thanks	to	the	amazing	effort	and	ingenuity	of	
our	residents	over	sixty	different	scarecrows							
(	doubling	the	number	from	last	year)	were	on	
view for the two thousand extra visitors who 
came	to	laugh	and	enjoy	the	tremendous	effort	
of the community.

From PC Plod to 
the	Wizard	of	Oz	and	Spiderman	the	final	weekend	
of June saw the Great Coates community coming 
together	once	again,	brilliantly	displaying	their	
scarecrows	in	a	variety	of	obscure	positions,	to	the	
delight of not only residents and hundreds of visitors to 
the	village	but	also	the	judges,	
including ward councillor Tom 
Furneaux and none other than 
Worzel Gummidge and Aunt 
Sally ! 

Stopping to pose for photos 
with the extra visitors, residents 
and occasionally reluctant 

child	(no	surprise	as	the	original	Worzel	Gummidge	first	
aired in 1979) Tom and his co judges made their way 
from The Avenue through every road, close and lane 

all the way down to Allington 
Drive over the next four hours, 
marvelling at the impressive 
lookalikes.

Chief	judge	Tom	and	the	highly	qualified	Worzel	
with	his	intended	beau	Aunt	Sally	found	it	extremely	
difficult	to	pick	a	top	three	from	sixty	four	very	
impressive	entries,	as	the	effort	and	imagination	
of Great Coates was there for all to see. A tough 
decision, even for our ‘experienced’ judges ! 

After	much	deliberation	they	decided	the	three	prize	
winners	were	as	follows	:-	3rd	–	Amanda	Riggall	
from The Avenue with her amazing  “Wizard of Oz” 
characters   2nd – Coralie & Erran, Osprey Drive 
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The Winners
1st

2nd

3rd

Chris, Fiona & Danielle Dunn with "Key 
worker thank you & A family day out"

Coralie & Erran of Osprey Drive with 
"Armed Forces Day

Amanda Riggall with
"Wizard of Oz"



2121
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with ‘Armed Forces Day ’ and 1st place went to Chris & Fiona Dunn of Woad Lane 
with their fantastic ‘ Key Worker Thankyou ‘ and ‘ Family Day Out ’ scarecrows

Apart	from	a	short	shower	and	an	embarrassing	skirmish	on	Woad	Lane	with	the	
local	constabulary	(see	
photo)	for	a	breach	of	the	
peace as Worzel and Aunt 
Sally	publicly	disagreed	over	
the runner up, the day was 
an overwhelming success 
and with an assist from 
some	favourable	Facebook	
comments, Sunday saw 
a	further	influx	of	visitors	
flocking	to	see	what	was	
scaring the crows in Great 
Coates !  

An	entertaining	and	fun	day	for	all	ages	but	I’m	sure	you’ll	agree	the	overall	winner	
was	undoubtedly	the	village	and	hugely	impressive	community	of	Great	Coates	!		   

In the unfortunate event of an accident, it’s up to you who repairs your vehicle and not your insurer, 
even though they may have their own recommended repairer scheme. By choosing Marshall Paint 
and Body Repair Centre Grimsby, you can rest assured of the following:

•	 Qualified	Technicians	using	only	manufacturer	approved	repair	methods
•	 Genuine	Parts	&	Paint
•	 Lifetime	workmanship	guarantee	on	all	major	repairs
•	 BMW,	MINI,	VW,	Kia	and	Nissan	Approved

We	are	best	placed	to	restore	your	car	if	it	has	become	damaged.	Run	by	a	team	of	experienced	technicians	
working	with	all	major	insurers	and	across	a	wide	range	of	car	and	van	makes	and	models,	we	fix	all	sorts	of	
repairs	from	scratches	in	the	paintwork,	dents	and	alloy	wheel	scuffs.	

YOU’RE IN SAFE HANDS AT THE MARSHALL 
PAINT AND BODY REPAIR CENTRE GRIMSBY.

20% OFF PAINT AND LABOUR COSTS AVAILABLE TO ALL HOUSEHOLDS IN GREAT COATES.

Call: 01472 728345 
Email: BodyshopGrimsby@marshall.co.uk 
Visit: www.marshall.co.uk/accident-repair

Marshall Paint & Body Repair Centre Grimsby
Estate	Road	7,	South	Humberside	Industrial	Estate
Grimsby,	North	East	Lincolnshire	DN31	2TP

22



In the unfortunate event of an accident, it’s up to you who repairs your vehicle and not your insurer, 
even though they may have their own recommended repairer scheme. By choosing Marshall Paint 
and Body Repair Centre Grimsby, you can rest assured of the following:

•	 Qualified	Technicians	using	only	manufacturer	approved	repair	methods
•	 Genuine	Parts	&	Paint
•	 Lifetime	workmanship	guarantee	on	all	major	repairs
•	 BMW,	MINI,	VW,	Kia	and	Nissan	Approved

We	are	best	placed	to	restore	your	car	if	it	has	become	damaged.	Run	by	a	team	of	experienced	technicians	
working	with	all	major	insurers	and	across	a	wide	range	of	car	and	van	makes	and	models,	we	fix	all	sorts	of	
repairs	from	scratches	in	the	paintwork,	dents	and	alloy	wheel	scuffs.	

YOU’RE IN SAFE HANDS AT THE MARSHALL 
PAINT AND BODY REPAIR CENTRE GRIMSBY.

20% OFF PAINT AND LABOUR COSTS AVAILABLE TO ALL HOUSEHOLDS IN GREAT COATES.

Call: 01472 728345 
Email: BodyshopGrimsby@marshall.co.uk 
Visit: www.marshall.co.uk/accident-repair

Marshall Paint & Body Repair Centre Grimsby
Estate	Road	7,	South	Humberside	Industrial	Estate
Grimsby,	North	East	Lincolnshire	DN31	2TP



24

Well now Great Coates has just the place for you !

Several months ago, when we still lived in a normal 
world,	Boozy	Bob	(or	Brian),	launched	micro-
brewery	and	tap	room,	Crafty	1.	Unfortunately,	
we	all	know	what	happened	next	and	Brian	
must have feared the worst for his dream 
venture. No sooner had he opened the doors 
in	late	February	and	enjoyed	three	weekends	
trading, the nation went into Covid lockdown 
and the doors of the Crafty 1 closed almost as 
soon as they’d opened. 

Thankfully,	as	the	world	gradually	begins	to	right	itself	 again, 
Brian	has	now	re-opened	to	the	delight	of	Craft	beer	lovers	everywhere	but	particularly	
the	thirsty,	local	residents	of	Great	Coates.	As	the	demand	for	locally	brewed,	craft	beers	
and	tap	rooms	surges	in	popularity	we	decided	to	call	in	on	Brian	to	discover	what	the	

Crafty	1	is	all	about.

Brian,	a	joiner	by	trade,	told	us	he’d	been	a	keen	home	
brewer	for	nearly	forty	years	and	wanted	to	take	his	
pipedream	of	owning	a	micro-brewery	to	the	next	level.	
After successfully running and operating Wendy’s deli next 
door	since	2010	with	his	wife	Claire,	he	spent	two	years	
scouring the area for the ideal property and location. As 
Brian’s	frustrations	grew,	unbelievably	the	perfect	solution	
appeared, literally, on his doorstep as the unit immediately 

adjacent	to	Wendy’s	became	
available.	His	dream	of	providing	 a 
range	of	craft	beers	and	wines	
combined	with	tasty	food	and	 a 
high level of friendly, customer 
service	was	about	to	become	a	reality	!

Brewing	a	range	of	excellent	craft	beers	and	wines	in	the	micro-brewery,	partitioned	only	
from	the	tap	room	by	large	perspex	screens,	enabling	customers	to	see	their	tipple	being	
brewed,	the	Crafty	1	currently	has	fourteen	different	craft	beers	to	choose	from,	including	
the	extremely	popular	Raspberry	Ale,	in	addition	to	four	vegan	friendly	home	brewed	

wine	options.	Not	only	are	there	some	thirst-quenching	IPA	craft	ales	available	
like	Clem	Fandango,	Big	Ceasy	and	Dizzy	Blonde	(all	around	4.5%	proof)	and	a	
very	quaffable	draught	bitter	in	Kings	Island	but	spirits	and	bottled	beers	are	all	

Fancy a Crafty 1
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available,	with	a	micro	–	brewed	brown	ale	coming	
soon	!Despite	the	majority	of	craft	beers	being	brewed	
on	site	Brian	is	also	a	big	believer	in	supporting	his	
fellow	micro-breweries,	frequently	serving	their	IPA	as	
guest	beers.

However,	it’s	not	just	alcohol	on	offer	at	the	Crafty	1,	
there’s also a tasty, simple food menu with chicken 
and chips, pizza platter and a delicious gourmet 
burger,	all	available	with	personal	table	service.	Of	
the	many	plans	Brian	has	for	the	Crafty	1	there’ll	be	
a	brand	new	kitchen	area	opening	soon	providing	
a wider range of tasty meals, with steak, curry and 
food themed nights also on the menu plus a Sunday 
carvery	with	a	difference	?

In support of a Covid friendly, socially distant 
environment	the	Crafty	1	has	twelve	tables	inside,	
seating six people each (including four partitioned 
booths)	and	an	additional	twelve	six-seater	tables	

outside.	As	part	of	the	personal	table	service	food	and	drinks	‘menus’	are	provided	
avoiding	any	queueing	or	unnecessary	standing	at	the	bar.	The	use	of	the	hand	sanitiser	
provided	is	encouraged	upon	entry	and	at	least	one	member	of	your	party	is	required	
to provide their contact details. Despite these necessary precautions the Crafty 1 still 
manages	to	maintain	a	pleasant,	friendly	and	enjoyable	atmosphere.

Obviously	Brian	needs	a	small	team	to	support	him	at	Crafty	1	including	his	wife	Claire,	
barmaid	Becky	and	new	assistant	brew	master	Rory,	currently	undertaking a two and 
a	half	year	degree	in	brewing	and	distilling	(who	knew	?)	Rory	has	travelled	around	the	
world	studying	the	art	of	brewing	in	many	countries,	even	running	a	small	micro-brewery	
of	his	own	in	New	Zealand	but	he’s	now	back	on	terra	firma	at	the	Crafty	1	and	agrees	it’s	
just	what	Grimsby	needs	to	satisfy	the	rising	tide	of	craft	beer	lovers.	We	couldn’t	agree	
with you more Rory !

Despite	the	obvious	concerns	for	the	hospitality	industry	Brian	reports	he’s	financially	on	
target at the Crafty 1 all of which augers well for his future plans including Christmas Pud 
stout,	exclusive	on-site	gin,	a	Christmas	ales	gift	pack,	an	on-site	brewing	school	and	the	
installation	of	mezzanine	flooring	creating	an	additional	EIGHTY	seats	!	

What’s	even	better	(unlike	others	we	could	mention)	this	micro-brewery	and	tap	room	is	
100%	owned	and	operated	by	a	local	lad	who	told	us	he	had	the	belief,	in	the	immortal	
words	of	Kevin	Costner	‘	IF	YOU	BUILD	IT	THEY	WILL	COME	‘		You	were	right	and	they	
certainly	are	Brian	!	

Currently the Crafty 1 opens on Thursday from 4 pm and Friday from 3 pm through to 
closing	time	with	the	first	pints	being	pulled	from	1pm	on	Saturday	and	Sunday.	If	we’ve	

whetted your appetite for more you can 
visit	the	Crafty	1	Facebook	page	or	
better	still	we’d	recommend	you	pop	in	
and	enjoy	a	Crafty	1	with	Brian	and	the	
team	!		You’ll	definitely	be	back	!

Cheers Great Coates !!    

   



DDOO  YYOOUU  RREEQQUUIIRREE  AA  NNUURRSSEERRYY  PPLLAACCEE  FFOORR  YYOOUURR  CCHHIILLDD??  
  
WWhhaatt  ccaann  wwee  ooffffeerr::  
  
 Local Authority maintained Nursery School 
 Graded Ofsted ‘OOuuttssttaannddiinngg’ 
 Teachers and highly qualified early years staff 
 High quality learning environment and resources 
 Range of  outdoor areas that offer learning through exploration 

and play 
 Small groups with a Key Person that cover phonics, mathematics 

and literacy 
 On-site Forest School sessions taught by a qualified practitioner 
 Both 15 and 30 hours funded places for 3 and 4 year olds 
 Before and after school clubs from 8am until 4.30pm 
 Prepare children to successfully move on to local Primary 

Schools, particularly Wybers Wood Primary School and Healing 
Primary School 

 

IItt  iiss  nneevveerr  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  ttoo  rreeggiisstteerr  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd..    PPlleeaassee  
ccoommee  aanndd  sseeee  wwhhaatt  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ooffffeerr  

 
FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  ddeettaaiillss  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  uuss  oonn::    

  
TTeell::((0011447722))  223311223311  

ooffffiiccee@@ggccvv..nneellccmmaaiill..ccoo..uukk  
wwwwww..ggrreeaattccooaatteessnnuurrsseerryy..ccoomm  
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Well, hello to all my lovely friends in Great 
Coates or some of you anyway !

Who painted the 
fencing at the village 
hall ?  No signs 
warning us of wet 
paint and little old me, 
having fun, jumped 
onto the gate and 
got my little paws 
covered in wet, 
brown	paint	!		I	had	to	
quickly	toddle	off	to	
the river to clean myself up so I’m sorry if I’ve 

left little paw prints all 
along the pavement. I’m 
not going to apologise 
for leaving my paw prints 
on the gate mind you – 
serves the silly person 
right for not warning me.

Mally & Drake who I 
introduced to you in 
June have gone on their 

merry	travels	but	I	met	Jimmy	(he’s	a	cricket	
you	know)	and	he	lives	in	the	Cow	Briars.	I	
even went out of my normal comfort zone 
and discovered new areas of your wonderful 
village going out along the railway line 
towards another little village called Healing  
(watch those trains – they go soooo fast)  

On the way I met Danny Deer – he was great 
and	allowed	me	to	ride	on	his	back.	He	ran	
through	the	fields	with	me	holding	on	for	deer	
life	and	we	finished	up	in	this	new	village	
where	he	kindly	dropped	me	off	at	the	train	
station.	Nobody	told	me	the	trains	were	not	
running every two hours either – I had to wait 
ages ! 

When the train 
finally	came,	I	
jumped on, dodging 
Sam (he’s the 
conductor) as I’d 
lost my money 
riding on Danny’s 
back	–	a	bit	naughty	I	know	but	I	was	only	

going down the track one stop. I did have my 
mask though and jumped from seat to seat for 
the three minute journey keeping out of Sam’s 
way Sam – He ! He ! He !

What was going on at the end of June ?  
Loads	and	loads	of	different	humans	were	in	
our little village walking all over looking at the 
scary things in gardens. Tell you what though 
–	some	were	really	good	but	me	and	my	
friends had to wait until much later to look as 
there were too many humans. 

Becky	bug	flew	all	overlooking	for	me	with	
the	fantastic	news	that	the	hall	re-opened	in	
August	–	food	will	be	back	but	….	Oh	no	!	

Every	time	we	went	in	the	bin	it	was	full	of	
branches	which	doesn’t	help	us.	No	food	
and no hiding places – it’s just not very fair !  
There’s	a	nice	new	patio	for	us	to	sunbathe	on	
though. 

Andy the Adder caused a stir didn’t he ? I can 
tell	you	he	felt	really	bad	but	he	had	no	choice.	
You	see	he	was	minding	his	own	business	
sunbathing	when	a	human	started	to	tidy	his	
garden.	Andy	felt	threatened	and	bit	him	–	not	
hard he tells me. He would have normally 
disappeared	pretty	quickly	as	he’s	much	
faster	than	me	and	Danny,	but	when	he	tried	
to slither away he hit his head on a concrete 
fence post, got confused and panicked as the 
human	was	a	lot	bigger	than	him.

Andy	was	really	upset	about	it	and	Freddie	
suggested	he	went	back	to	his	friends	at	
Willingham Woods for a few days. Not sure if 
he’s	back	yet	as	I	haven’t	seen	him	but	he	did	
want	me	to	say	sorry	to	the	poor	man	he	bit.	

Well you might see me running around in the 
next few weeks as it’s that time of the year 
when I need to collect and store my nuts for 
the	winter.	Don’t	disturb	me	please	but	if	you	
do	see	me	remember	to	shout	out		“Hey	Cyril		
! How’s your nuts ?”

P.S.   Danny Deer tells me there’s a Macmillan 
Coffee	Morning	going	on	at	45	Woad	Lane	on	
Saturday	26th	September	from	10	am	until	
midday.	They’ll	be	loads	of	cake…….	Oh	yes	!	

P.P.S.  Don’t forget to enter my competition on 
page	40		!		I’m	hiding	somewhere	else	in	the	
magazine	and	if	you	can	find	me	you	
might	be	lucky	enough	to	win	a	prize	!
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In person or online? 

Where: 

Date:    Time: 

Contact me for details: 

Cakes, cuppas and cash at the ready!

Every penny we raise means Macmillan can be right 
there for more people living with cancer.

Can’t 
make it?
Scan this 

QR code with 
your phone 
to make a 

donation now.

Place your 
QR code 

sticker here.

coffee
JOIN IN 
WITH oUR 

mornINg

Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907) and the Isle of Man (604). Also operating in Northern Ireland. MAC18414

wo�Ld’S bi�G�s�

co�F�E
mo�N
n�

47 Woad Lane
Great Coates 

10 am until 12 midday
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The	following	pages	will	offer	hints	and	tips	on	just	some	of	the	more	basic	garden	
maintenance	jobs	for	Autumn,	follow	our	tips	to	ensure	your	garden	looks	‘blooming	lovely’	
come springtime.
This	feature	includes	spring	flowering	bulbs	and	some	
relevant preparation for the winter months ahead.

Start	Planning	Now	for	Early	Spring	Bulbs:	
1	Prepare	well	-	Remove	weeds	and	incorporate	lots	of	
compost	or	other	organic	matter	when	planting	bulbs.	On	
heavy	soils,	dig	in	horticultural	grit.	Bulbs	grown	in	pots	
need	good	drainage	so	put	plenty	of	crocks	in	the	bottom	
and	use	a	well-drained	compost.	
2	Time	it	right	-	Garden	centres	sell	bulbs	for	autumn	
planting from the end of July and want them out of the way 
by	September	to	make	room	for	Christmas-tree	baubles.	
August	is	far	too	early	to	plant	spring-	flowering	bulbs.	
October	is	the	best	time	for	daffodils;	November	for	tulips.	
3	Big,	fat	and	firm	-	When	buying	bulbs,	reject	any	that	are	
soft	or	showing	signs	of	mould.	Small	bulbs	may	not	flower	
in	their	first	year.
4	Dig	deep	-	Bulbs	should	be	planted	in	holes	three	to	four	
times	as	deep	as	the	bulb	itself.	So,	for	example,	a	1in	
crocus	bulb	needs	to	be	planted	in	a	hole	3-4in	deep.	
5	Which	way	up?	-	If	you	are	not	sure,	plant	the	bulb	on	its	
side:	its	stem	will	find	its	own	way	up.	
6	Plant	in	pots	-	Fill	large	plastic	pots	with	your	favourite	
bulbs	and	just	before	they	are	about	to	flower,	use	
them	to	plug	holes	in	the	border.	Plastic	pots	can	also	
be	slipped	inside	more	elegant	terracotta	versions	
and	whipped	out	when	the	bulbs	are	over.	Store	the	
pots	behind	a	shed	to	allow	the	foliage	to	die	down,	keep	them	weed-free,	top-dress	
with	a	layer	of	compost	in	the	autumn,	and	bring	them	out	again	the	following	year.																																																																																																																																												
                                  
7	Mark	the	spot	-	Plant	labels	can	look	ugly	but	are	
indispensable	for	marking	the	position	of	bulbs	whose	
foliage	has	died	back.	A	discreet	wooden	label	will	prevent	
the	frustration	caused	by	plunging	a	fork	into	a	border	and	
spearing a clump of your favourite alliums.
8	Hedge	dwellers	-	The	dry	conditions	at	the	base	of	
hedges	make	ideal	growing	conditions	for	many	bulbs.	
9	Damp	lovers	-	Most	bulbs	need	a	period	of	dry	
conditions,	but	some	only	thrive	in	moist	soils	and	moist	
meadows and need similar conditions in the garden.

10	Singular	beauty	-	Eighteenth-century	gardeners	planted	tulips	individually	to	better	
appreciate	their	beauty.	Bulbs	planted	singly	in	small	terracotta	pots	and	placed	in	an	

Blooming Great Coates
Welcome to the thirteenth edition of our  regular gardening feature
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ordered	manner	around	the	garden	bring	instant	elegance	and	formality.	Use	lily-flowered	
tulips,	Fritillaria	persica	or	large-flowered	alliums.	
11	Enemy	tactics	-	The	biggest	destroyer	of	bulbs,	particularly	
in	urban	gardens,	is	the	squirrel.	Although	they	dig	up	daffodils	
they	don't	eat	them.	But	they	have	a	voracious	appetite	for	
crocus	and	tulips.	Planting	the	bulbs	deeper	than	normal	can	
help.	Bulbs	are	most	vulnerable	after	planting,	when	the	soil	is	
easy	for	squirrels	to	dig.	Chicken-wire	placed	over	the	pot,	or	
freshly dug soil, will deter them. 
12	Lawn	games	-	It’s	not	just	crocus	that	will	grow	in	lawns	and	
short grass. Many miniature irises, particularly Iris histrioides, 
will	be	perfectly	happy	in	a	lawn	that	does	not	become	
waterlogged.	Of	the	dwarf	narcissi,	it	is	the	cyclamineus	hybrids	
that	are	the	best	adapted	to	the	conditions.	To	plant,	remove	the	turf	with	a	spade,	place	the	
bulbs	underneath	and	replace	the	turf.	Don't	cut	the	lawn	until	the	bulbs'	foliage	has	died	
down. 
13	Long	grass	-	Bulbs	can	also	be	grown	in	long,	rough	grass	if	you	choose	tall	varieties	that	
can	compete.	Narcissi	are	well-adapted	to	growing	in	grass,	particularly	the	pheasant's	eye	
narcissus.	To	plant	the	bulbs,	remove	clumps	of	grass	with	a	bulb	planter	or	with	a	mattock.	
14	Don’t	skimp	-	For	sheer	flower-power,	bulbs	are	the	cheapest	plants	available,	so	don't	
skimp	on	the	quantities	you	plant.	Even	in	small	gardens,	massed	plantings	of	a	limited	
number	of	varieties	is	always	most	effective.	In	pots,	allow	for	a	dozen	tulips	per	12in	
container. 
15	Lift	and	repeat	-	Left	in	the	ground,	tulips	degenerate	each	year	until	they	die;	lifted,	
stored	and	replanted	the	following	November	they	re-flower	well.	After	flowering,	remove	the	
seed	head	and	wait	for	the	foliage	to	yellow	and	die	back,	then	lift	the	bulbs,	clean	off	any	
soil	and	store	in	boxes	or	net	bags	in	a	cool,	dry	place.	
16	Limit	your	layers	-	Plant	pots	and	windowboxes	with	no	more	than	two	layers	of	bulbs	to	
prevent	the	unsightly	spectacle	of	later-flowering	plants	appearing	through	the	dying	foliage	
of earlier ones. 

Looking After Your Lawn 
1 Clear up fallen leaves regularly to allow light to the 
grass.
2	A	last	mowing	can	be	made	this	month	before	
leaving your lawn for the winter.
3	Finish	off	essential	lawn	maintenance	to	avoid	
waterlogging and compaction over winter.
4 Try aerating your lawn with a garden fork, raking 
thatch from the surface and repairing dead patches. 
5	Fresh	turf	can	still	be	laid	now.	Autumn	rains	
should ensure the turf settles successfully. 

BASIC	GARDENING	TERMS	&	PHRASES	EXPLAINED	
Annuals	-	A	plants	whose	life	cycle	takes	a	year	to	complete,	from	seed	germination,	to	
flowering,	to	setting	seed	and	dying.
Biennial	-	A	Plant	whose	life	cycles	takes	2	years	to	complete,	in	most	cases	it	will	only	
flower	in	the	second	year.	
Evergreen	-	A	plant	which	does	not	lose	its	leaves	all	at	one	time.
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Herbaceous	-	Used	to	describe	plants	which	tend	to	have	soft	fleshy	stems	rather	than	tough	
woody ones.
Hybrid	-	When	a	new	plant	is	created	by	cross-pollinating	two	different	species	or	varieties.
Perennial	-	A	plant	that	lives	for	multiple	growing	seasons.
Propagation	-	The	method	of	starting	a	new	plant.	(e.g.	seeds	and	cuttings)
Rhizome	-	A	plant	stem	that	grows	horizontally,	usually	under	the	surface	of	the	soil.	New	
plants will grow from various points of the rhizome. (e.g. Iris) 

What to do in the garden in early Autumn 
Keep	the	garden	looking	ship-shape	over	winter	and	you’ll	have	less	work	to	do	come	
springtime.	Here	are	just	some	ideas	to	help	keep	your	garden	healthy	and	ready	to	bloom	
come springtime
Tidying	is	an	important	part	of	garden	maintenance.	Not	only	does	it	help	beat	pests	and	
diseases,	you	can	reduce	the	amount	of	cutting	back	in	spring.	
1	CUT	BACK	faded	flower	stems	of	herbaceous	perennials	to	their	base.
2 CLEAR AWAY fallen leaves. Left to rot on the ground, leaves can damage plants 
underneath	as	well	as	the	lawn.	Provided	their	not	suffering	from	disease	old	leaves	can	
be	added	to	the	compost	heap,	or	placed	in	separate	bins	or	bags	to	make	a	nutritious	soil	
conditioner
3	BIN	OR	BURN	garden	debris.	Prevent	the	build	up	and	persistence	of	diseases	from	year	
to	year.	Always	rake	up	and	destroy	badly	infected	leaves	by	burning	or	binning	them.	Many	
diseases,	such	as	rose	black	spot,	scab	and	rusts,	can	all	be	controlled	to	some	extent	in	
this way.
4 GIVE SHELTER move tender plants in containers to a cool greenhouse, porch or 
conservatory. Or, place them against a sheltered wall or close to the house to provided extra 
warmth and protection.
5 INSULATE CONTAINERS protect containers from 
severe	weather	by	wrapping	them	in	bubblewrap	or	
hessian.	Better	still	(though	they	will	look	odd)	make	
‘duvets’	from	plastic	bags	filled	with	shredded	newspaper,	
polystyrene	chips	or	roofing	insulation.
6 LIFT THEM UP raise all containers onto proper pot feet 
or	bricks	to	prevent	them	sitting	in	the	wet,	which	can	
cause	the	compost	to	become	waterlogged.	This	will	lead	
to root rotting and make terracotta pots more prone to 
cracking.
7	RENOVATE	OVERGROWN	TREES	AND	SHRUBS	you	can	renovate	many	overgrown	
hardy	deciduous	trees,	shrubs	and	hedges	by	pruning	them	back	hard	now	and	throughout	
winter. Once the plants lose their leaves it’s easier to see exactly what you’re doing. 
Evergreens	should	be	left	until	spring.	Don’t	prune	tender	plants	and	prunus	species	(such	
as	cherries	and	plums)	because	these	are	vulnerable	to	disease	if	pruned	now.	It’s	better	to	
prune these fruit trees in late sprint or summer.
8	Lift	and	divide	any	overcrowded	herbaceous	perennials	whilst	the	soil	is	still	warm.	After	
tidying	borders,	mulch	with	bark	chips,	well	rotted	manure	or	leaf	mould	to	insulate	plant	
roots for the winter and keep weed growth in check 

We’d	love	to	see	and	share	your	garden	pictures,	be	proud	and	send	in	your	pictures	or	
contact us and we can come out and take photos for you. 

HAPPY GARDENING ! 
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We recently 
caught up with 
a Great Coates 
resident, who has 
a	rather	unique	
“job”	and	for	that	
reason will remain 
anonymous.

At	31	he	was	encouraged	by	a	solicitor	
friend to apply for the role of a magistrate. 
Initially not too keen he applied and after 
a detailed selection process lasting eight 
months he received a letter from the Lord 
Chancellor appointing him as a Justice of 
the Peace or magistrate.

At that point he was one of the youngest 
magistrates in the country and after four 
months	training	was	sworn	in	at	Grimsby	
Crown Court.

He	told	us	more	about	the	life	of	a	
magistrate	and	how	it	became	a	life	

changing moment for him. Now, having 
served	on	the	bench	for	twenty	years	
the experience he’s gained has proved 
invaluable,	not	only	the	significant	amount	of	
legal	knowledge	but	how	it’s	developed	his	
own	personal	confidence	learning	so	much	
more	about	life	and	people,	seeing	and	
hearing things that really put his own life and 
problems	into	perspective.

He went on to say 

  “Like everything the role has changed 
immensely since I started. Originally, I only 
sat	in	Grimsby	but	now	as	I	also	sit	on	the	
Humber	bench	it	means	I	can	be	asked	to	sit	
in	Grimsby,	Hull	or	Beverley.	As	I	also	now	
sit on the youth and family panels I regularly 
frequent	the	courts	in	Sheffield,	Barnsley	
and Doncaster “

“Once you’ve served for two years you 
can join the youth and family panels which 
gives	you	more	varied	and	very	different	
work.	Youth	matters	are	very	different	–	less	
formal	court	rooms	with	a	different	approach	
to sentencing and then you have the family 
courts	which	can	be	emotionally	challenging.	
Life changing decisions when a child is 
taken into care”

“Every case will start at the magistrates 
court	and	they	deal	with	around	95%	of	all	
cases. However, the more serious remaining 
5%	of	cases	such	as	murder,	rape	and	
burglary	will	be	dealt	with	by	the	Crown	
Court which has more power. Magistrates 
can send an adult to prison for six months 
and a youth for twenty four months, whereas 
the	Crown	Court	can	obviously	send	
somebody	to	prison	for	life	“.	

“Ordinarily	magistrates	will	sit	as	a	bench	of	
three with one a presiding justice. When sat 
as	three,	each	magistrate	has	equal	say	no	
matter how much experience they have and 
a legal advisor will sit with them to provide 
legal advice”

 “Ultimately it is the magistrate who decides 
on	sentence	assisted	by	a	large	set	of	
‘Sentencing	Guidelines	issued	by	the	
Sentencing Guidelines Council”

		“One	of	our	key	objectives	in	sentencing	
is	not	just	to	punish	but	to	rehabilitate,	so	
ideally we don’t see the defendant again”

A Day in the Life of a
Magistrate



34

	“Technology	has	significantly	changed	the	
way the magistrates court works. Video 
link to prisons and police stations are now 
common and you have 
the Single Justice 
procedure where one 
magistrate deals with 
certain	traffic	offences	
and other minor crimes 
often over a hundred 
cases a day”

“Anybody	can	become	
a magistrate providing 
you meet certain 
criteria	and	the	role	can	be	very	rewarding	
in many ways. A whole new circle of 
friends really as the magistracy is a family, 
experiencing people from all walks of life. 
The minimum commitment is twenty six half 
days a year, although this can increase if 
you choose to sit on the family and youth 
panels”

“In addition, you will have the opportunity to 
sit in the Crown Court hearing appeals and 

will	be	asked	to	issue	
warrants allowing police 
officers	to	enter	people’s	
homes	but	in	doing	
so a magistrate must 
be	satisfied,	based	on	
evidence, that they have 
reasonable	grounds	to	
do so.

“All	in	all,	an	enjoyable	
role and I’ve certainly 

gained	a	lot	from	it	although	it	can	be	very	
hard	on	occasions	with	some	very	difficult	
decisions to make”

Anyone	who	may	be	interested	in	becoming	
a	magistrate	can	find	further	information	by	
going	to	www.gov.uk/become-magistrate.
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Speedy Siblings
The Fox household have the fortunate accolade of being able to count not one but 
two highly competitive sisters within their ranks. Not only do the Meadowbank 
family have Great Coates Queen of 
Speed Charlotte making headlines 
but younger sister Harriet, an 
accomplished, competitive swimmer 
with Grimsby Aquatics, is beginning 
to make a splash. Speed freak 
Charlotte, ironically, is learning to 
drive at the moment, amusingly 
described by Mum Claire as her 
personal ‘ Tesco chauffeur ‘. 
   Harriet, clearly multi-talented, 
designed the scarecrow concept and 
built the display herself, without the 
knowledge of big sister Charlotte until Worzel and Aunt Sally gate crashed for a photo 
opportunity with the famous Fox sisters. 

   We’ll be featuring plenty more about these speedy local siblings and their 
progress in future editions of the magazine, so watch this space !   
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Dog Training
gemma@naturescompanions.com

Mini Kixx
nathan.jarman@minikicks.org

Dance Fever
jade.kirsten@hotmail.co.uk

Womens Institute
busterofburnham@hotmail.com

Stitchers
thedickos55@outlook.com 

Quiz & Singing Group
nikkiloumaz1969@yahoo.co.uk

Craft Group
margehuntley18@gmail.com

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
0900
-

1000
1000
-

1100
1100
-

1200
1200
-

1300
1300
-

1400
1400
-

1500
1500
-

1600
1600
-

1700
1700
-

1800
1800
-

1900
1900
-

2000
2000
-

2100
2100
-

2200

Singing For Pleasure 
1st Thursday              7 

to 8 pm

Puppy Behaviour 
Skills                       

6.30 to 7.30 pm

Mini Kicks           
5.30 to 6.30 pm

Jazz Tech              
5.45 to 6.30 pm

VILLAGE HALL TIMETABLE

Craft Group      
Every Friday        12 
to 2 pm        weekly 

from 25/10/19

Grumpy Old      
Men's Club                     
1st Monday              
2 - 3.30 pm

Quiz                       
last Wednesday   
7.30 to 9.30 pm

Improving 
Behavioural Skills 

7.30 to 8.30 pm

W.I. 2nd Thursday 
7.30 to 9.30 pm

Jades Kids 
Freestyle                   
3-7 years             

4.10 to 4.40 pm       
8-14 yrs              

4.45 to 5.45 pm 

Grimsby & District 
Creative Stitchers 

3rd Saturday         
10 am to 4 pm

Private
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Hiring the Hall
The	village	hall	is	available	for	hire	to	private	parties	including	
on-site	parking.

Chairs	and	tables	are	provided	together	with	use	of	a	kitchen	
and patio doors opening onto a large grassed area.

You	may	view	live	availability	for	the	village	hall	on	our	
website:	
www.greatcoatespc.com/hall-booking/
Alternatively email clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com or send us 
a	message	on	Facebook.

Hire Rates

Standard/Regular Hire Rate

Monday to Friday
0800-1600				£10	/	hour

Monday to Friday
1600-2300				£15	/	hour

Party Rate
Monday to Sunday
0800-2300				£20	/hour

2020	Events
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Kids U 9's Competition
Where's Cyril ?

The furry little character of Great Coates is 
hidden in this magazine - simply find him and 
Let us know which page he's on by 1st October 

and you could win a £20 Amazon voucher
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W in  a  £ 5 0  N E X T  v o u c h e r

We	are	fortunate	to	have	some	beautiful	trees	and	foliage	in	and	
around	Great	Coates	but	how	well	do	you	know	your	British	trees	?	
Can	you	find	the	seven	well	known	British	trees	hidden	in	the	word	
search	grid	below	?	When	you	think	you	have	identified	all	seven,	
re-arrange	the	first	letters	of	each	tree	to	discover	something	that	
could help you out of the woods ?  

Who knows maybe you could 
be our NEXT lucky winner like 
Jo who won a £50 Pennells 

garden centre 
voucher in our 
June competition 
or Marilyn(left) 
who won £50 
cash for solving 
our crossword 
back in March ?  

Text or WhatsAppbyour 
answer to 07713075682

Write your answer on 
an envelope and drop 

into the postbox at the 
Village Hall

Email your answer to 
gcpmcomp@gmail.com

How To Enter 

Any Competition

Please submit all entries by 1st October

Here's Chloe receiving her prize 
for	finding	Cyril	on	page	11	of	the	
June magazine. Well done !

Remember you need 

to be

‘ In It To Win IT ‘

Great Coates
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To report any issues 
with highways, planning, 
parking, waste, planning, 
street	cleaning	etc	go	to:-

www.nelc.gov.uk/report-it/

Useful	Numbers
Police	-	Emergency	 999
Police	-	Non	Emerygency	 101
 

NHS Direct 111
Emergency Dentist 111
Out	of	Hours	GP	 01472	256222
Crime	Stoppers	 0800	555111
Grimsby	Hospital	 01472	874111
Samaritans 116123 (free)


