
1

March 2019 - Issue No.11

Great Coates Village Magazine

Bringing the community together

Produced by 



2

Published and distributed by
Great Coates Village Council

Chair   Shiney Thomas  cllr.s.thomas@gmail.com
   
Vice-Chair  Jim Masterton  jimmasterton@hotmail.co.uk

   
Councillors  Lisa Cutting  cllr.lisacutting@hotmail.com
   Karl Green  cllr.karlgreen@gmail.com
   Kevin Redgrift  cllr.kevin.redgrift@gmail.com
   Raymond Lawrance cllr.raylawrance@hotmail.com
   Mike Stewart  cllr.mikestewart@gmail.com
   Mike Huntley  cllr.mikehuntley06@gmail.com

Clerk to the Council Carl Thomas  clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com

Ward Councillors Cliff Barber  cliff.barber@nelincs.gov.uk
   Nick Pettigrew  nick.pettigrew@nelincs.gov.uk
 Sheldon Mill sheldon.mill@nelincs.gov.uk

Great Coates Village Council

Thursday 28th February 2019

Thursday 28th March 2019

Thursday 25th April 2019

Thursday 23rd May 2019

Thursday 27th June 2019

Thursday 25th July 2019

Thursday 22nd August 2019

Schedule of Meetings for 2018/2019

All meetings are held at the Village Hall, Cooks Lane, Great Coates,
from 7.00pm unless otherwise stated.
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Hall as a positive opportunity rather than a permanent 
controversy ?  
This year the Village Hall committee are planning 
several great ideas to bring all ages of the community 
together with a series of entertaining events throughout 
the year including music evenings, seasonal fayres 
and Halloween for the young at heart, culminating of 
course with the annual Christmas event. However, there 
is always plenty of room for creativity and inspiration 
on the Village Hall committee and they would love to 
hear about your ideas. Come along and be a part of 
the newly formed committee! Working together for the 
community !

Take a look at ‘Dates for your Diary’ for what’s 
happening in Great Coates this year (P.4) 

Other features in this Spring magazine include a look 
back at our successful village Christmas event in its new 
all day format (P.26), a considerably further backward 
glance to the early 20th century, with the second part 
of the Smith family history (P.22 & P.23) and the more 
topical view of a dangerous eyesore ‘hidden’ within our 
village (P.16)  

Finally we would like to welcome aboard no less than 
eight new advertisers to the magazine in March who, 
through the hard work and dedication of our advertising 
team have chosen to promote their local businesses 
throughout the Great Coates community, in some 
cases offering a preferential rate or discount to local 
residents. Welcome aboard !

It Just remains to say, make the most of the early Spring 
like weather and please keep your feedback coming 
(see below) we’ll be back again in June.

What would  you  like to see in  YOUR  magazine and 
on  YOUR  village council website ?   Send us your 
feedback, let us know your thoughts and ideas 
at greatcoatespm@gmail.com  

Kind Regards

Councillor  Karl Green

Hello and welcome to the Spring / March 2019 
publication of Great Coates Village Magazine.

It’s often said with each New Year springs new hope, 
so how are your 2019 resolutions faring to date ?  Still 
going strong or did you struggle beyond January ?  
Hopefully your aims and goals for this year are still firmly 
on track. 

Time flies as ever and as we roll into the month of 
March, already thoughts have started to drift to 
outdoors, having the lawnmower serviced, planning the 
flower beds or where to hang that basket this year and 
If the garden is your focus for 2019 then maybe we can 
help with some timely advice in our regular gardening 
feature ‘ Blooming Great Coates ‘ (P. 8 - 10) and hear 
from Mike Stewart about the fantastic projects Great 
Coates in Bloom have in the pipeline to brighten our 
village for 2019 (P.18) 

Apart from the frequent challenges every Village Council 
faces each year, strong financial control, meeting the 
needs of its community etc. this year, with the support 
of the newly formed Village Hall committee, Great 
Coates Village Council will be actively promoting 
and maximising the use of our village hall. Without 
appearing to ‘rake over old ground’ our Village Hall is 
here to stay for the foreseeable future and despite its 
controversial history needs the input and support of its 
community through regular, sustained occupation. Is it 
now time to draw a line in the sand and view our Village 

Hello and Welcome
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In the News
St Nicolas News March 19

Diary Dates

Allotment Opportunity

Great Coates Second Defibrillator Sited

Great Coates Litter Pick

Are You A Grumpy
Old Man ?

If you pass by St Nicolas church at this time of year you can’t help but 
notice the wonderful display of snowdrops in the churchyard. This year 
we decided to make a celebration of them and arranged a snowdrop 
festival event.

The event took place on the February 16th and was very well attended. 
The Village in Bloom group had a stall along with the Great Coates WI 
and The Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust. In addition there was a display of art 
work and poetry from Wybers Wood Academy pupils and photographs 
of the churchyard throughout the year. During the morning we were 
visited by Lucy Crowle from Radio Humberside during their Absolutely 
Clueless programme. The day concluded with a Songs of Praise 
celebrating spring and the beauty of the flowers.

For the past sixty years the church has been heated by a sealed water 
system. This system is very inefficient and we are concerned that it could 
fail at any time and due to its age we would be unable to repair it. We are 
therefore undertaking a major appeal to raise funds for a more efficient 
system. The church already has £10,000 in our fabric fund but need 
another £20,000 in order for the work to be carried out.

We launched the appeal at the Snowdrop Festival and raised a 
grand total £523:55. A fantastic start. I’d like to thank everyone for 
their generosity and time, especially the Village in Bloom group who 
contributed the whole of their funds raised on the day (£107). 

We will be planning a series of fundraising events in order to achieve 
our target. Our next event will be on May 10th, when the Grimsby and 
Cleethorpes Ladies Choir will perform in the church.

The village council have frequently received enquiries regarding the 
opportunity for an allotment site within the village and have now identified 
several sites, one of which is just off Cooks Lane.
               
However before anything can be progressed to the next stage the 
council needs to gauge the level of genuine interest from residents.

If you would be interested in cultivating your very own local allotment 
then please contact the village council clerk at:
clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com 

If you’re genuinely interested then please register as quickly as possible 
as these limited sites will be allocated on a first come first serve basis.

Thanks to the support of Fastnet Fish, based on the corner of Woad 
Lane and  Estate road no. 5, Great Coates now has a second defribillator 
located within the village boundary having seen the first kindly donated 
piece of life saving equipment cited on the outside of the village hall last 
year. The Village Council felt that a second defribillator located within 
the village was essential with the level crossing gates remaining in the 
closed position for a significantly longer duration since the installation 
of full width barriers. Should the defribillator be urgently required on 
the Northen side of the railway line with the barriers down the delay in 
waiting for a train to pass through and the barriers to raise could literally 
mean the difference between life and death. With that in mind several 
organisations on the Northen side of the village were approached to 
site the equipment on their premises with Fastnet agreeing without 
hesitation to install the equipment on their warehouse wall clearly facing 
out onto Estate Road no. 5 and accept the minimal cost required to 
keep the equipment ready for any emergency. Thankyou  Fastnet Fish 
for supporting your local community in a heartbeat.

Following our highly successful village litter pick last year when over 20 
Great Coates residents and councillors removed 440 kg of rubbish from 
around the village in just under two hours we are appealing again for 
every available resident to smarten up our village and join us on Saturday 
March 30th at 10.00 am outside the village hall ( equipment supplied) 
to once more become The Wombles of Great Coates and surpass last 
year’s figure !  See you there !

If you’ve answered yes to the above then there’s good news  
(Disappointing I know!) 

Likeminded Grumpies of Great Coates are looking to meet up for a 
couple of hours on a regular basis and put the world to rights over a 
cup of tea and a digestive. (other brands of biscuits are available!)
 
The good old days, bobbies on the beat, the youth of today, politics, 
religion, Nothing is off limits!!

If that’s whet your appetite for more then contact Mike Stewart on 
mike@fitzroy@gmail.com 

(Yes you will need to use the b****y  internet.)

Litter Pick
Great Coates & Freshney ward
Saturday March 30th 10.00 am - GC Village hall

Easter Eggstravaganza
Monday April 22nd 13.00 – Easter bonnet competition / Egg Hunt / 
Children’s themed Fancy dress competition / Old school games
GC Village hall

Grimsby & Cleethorpes Ladies Choir
Friday May 10th - St. Nicolas Church

Battle Of Britain - 40s Night
( date T.B.C. )
Fish & Chip supper - GC Village hall

Wine Tasting Evening (GCCG)
Saturday 15th June
GC Village hall

Scarecrow Weekend
Village event
Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th June -Throughout Great Coates

Motown & Soul Evening
Music & Dance
Saturday July 27th 19.00 - GC Village hall

Heritage / Village History Day
Memorabilia / photos
Saturday September 14th (afternoon) - GC Village hall

Great Coates Got Talent (GCCG)
Adults, children or pets
Saturday September 14th (evening) - GC Village hall

McMillan Coffee Morning
Friday 27th September - GC Village hall

Halloween Pumpkin Carving
Demonstration & competition
Saturday October 26th (afternoon) - GC Village hall

Great Coates Cbhristmas Event
Christmas Fair / Father Christmas / Carol Singing
Saturday 7th December (daytime / evening) - GC Village hall
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number of New Year parties attended by 150 people which 
consisted of tea, followed by a concert performed by local 
residents ‘who all declared the eatables excellent ’
     
That such events were held in the 23ft. by 43ft. room is a 
credit to the ingenuity of organisers and local artistes who 
performed at that time their talents on the stage, which 
unfortunately deemed unnecessary, was removed some 
years later. 
      
One feature of the room’s year some decades ago was the 
annual get-together by some of the ladies in the village 
to perform the ‘Spring clean ‘, being necessary as the 
heating was by coal, with the fires producing a significant 
amount of damaging smoke.
      
During the Second World War the Reading Room was the 
headquarters of the Great Coates Home Guard, whose 
commanding officer was Mr. Donald Burt. On one very 
dark night a rather over zealous member thought he saw 
Germans approaching to attack the Room. As he was 
about to shoot however, he realised that what he had 
thought was an enemy raider was in fact one of Miss 
Dennis’ cows grazing in the paddock, now occupied by 
numbers 2 & 4 The Avenue.

Throughout its 107 year history, amazingly, the Reading 
Room had only five caretakers beginning with Mr. and Mrs. 
Cooper in 1907 until Mrs. Cooper handed the keys over, 
some forty years later, to Mrs. Storr and Mrs. M. Clark with 
the former handing over to Mrs. H. Bagley who continued 
until 1983. From then on Mrs. N. Cutsforth, with a 
committee and helpers, kept the Room in good shape until 
1999 when the refurbishment of the kitchen, with the co-
operation of Sutton Estates, proved a great improvement. 
Mrs. N. Cutsforth remained as the caretaker, for a total of 
twenty one years until the closure of the Reading Room 
in 2004.
     
Even with favourable use by The Brownies, Over 60’s 
and the local W.I. The Reading Room, somewhat 
controversially, finally closed its doors in August 2004 to 
the dismay and surprise of many local residents.
     
With the favourable support of local M.P. Austin Mitchell 
it later received a stay of execution, despite planning 
permission initially being granted to convert the building 
to residential status. While a core of the community rallied, 
backed by several offers of practical support, ultimately 
the sterling efforts of passionate residents to form a 
community project, aiming to purchase and re furbish the 
Reading Room, failed to prevent a subsequent application 
for change of use in 2014 and as we now know, the much 
loved Reading Room was eventually converted into a 
residential property, despite the gallant fighting spirit of 
the Great Coates community.

The reading room was provided by the landowners Sir 
Richard Suttons Settled estates for the use of the villagers 
of Great Coates in October 1907. Primarily built as a place 
where people could go to read newspapers, as in years 
gone by these periodicals were not in general circulation, 
becoming the case some several years later. At the same 
time, and to a much larger extent moving forward, the 
Room was used for other social functions and meetings 
and became known as the local village hall and hub of the 
community.
    
The official opening by one time Member of Parliament for 
Grimsby, Sir George Doughty, took place on October 23rd 
1907.  In the parish church magazine dated December 
that year an official account from Canon Quirk featured as 
follows :
  
‘The opening of the new Reading Room on October 23rd 
proved a great success. The attendance very large not a 
seat being vacant. About 150 were present with Sir George 
Doughty in his usual good form making an excellent 
speech which was much applauded. His advice to the 
young people was most excellent and his words may 
well be stored up in their minds. Sir George very kindly 
promised to present the room with a bagatelle board, 
which has since arrived and is much played on. Nearly £5 
was taken on the door ‘
     
The Room proved very popular being patronized by men 
of all ages. The Grimsby Telegraph, Daily Mail and Daily 
Mirror being supplied each evening . 
    
Twelve months later in the October 1908 publication of the 
Parish magazine Canon Quirk reported that the working 
expenses for the first year came to some £13 and that 
the new piano cost £20 which needed to be paid for by 
June 1909 and that £8.15 9d was still needed to clear the 
account !
     
There was a period when the reading Room was in use 
most nights of the week for a variety of functions ranging 
from family celebrations to meetings of the parish council. 
On the 2nd of January 1908 there took place the first of a 

The Reading Room
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Taste Of Heaven
Coffee House & Kitchen

336 St. Nicholas Drive
DN37 9SF Grimsby, North East Lincolnshire
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Nail Technician 
michellelintonpolished@gmail.com 

07380 334430 

DN37 9SF 

Our coffee house is a local, family run business where we aim to please in our cosy, quirky, hidden gem.

All food is homemade, we serve our breakfast menu until 11.30 am daily and then our lunch menu and 
specials are available, accompanied by a large selection of yummy homemade cakes and desserts 

which can be enjoyed with an excellent cup of Stokes tea or coffee.
Soft drinks are also available including a range of Fentimans flavoured tonic water.

         We also serve a selection of delicious hot and cold afternoon teas. 

EAT IN OR TAKEAWAY - THE CHOICE IS ENDLESS !!
         We regularly host special events such as Thai nights, Paul Humphries psychic nights and of course 
our coffee house is also available for children’s or adults parties, baby showers, wakes, christenings or 

any other celebrations or function, however big or small !!

NOW AVAILABLE FOR OUTSIDE CATERING.
 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK – See what our customers are saying !

Taste of Heaven
336 St. Nicholas Drive

DN37 9SF Grimsby, North East Lincolnshire

Coffee House & Kitchen
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Blooming Great Coates 
Step into Spring 

Welcome to the eigth edition of our regular gardening feature 

As we approach the start of British Springtime (Wednesday 20th March) now is the 
perfect time to start planning your preparation for a glorious and healthy garden. In 
this edition we focus on early season lawn care, and our regular section on garden 
wildlife. 
If anyone would like to contribute to our gardening pages or send in your photos we’d 
love to see them and share with our readers. 

Gardening for Wildlife - regular tips to encourage and care for our little garden visitors.

• Put out food for hedgehogs emerging from hibernation. Avoid bread and milk, opting 
for specialist hedgehog food or dog food, and don’t forget a shallow bowl of water.                                              

• Consider adding bird-friendly shrubs to the garden, pyracantha, holly and hawthorn 
produce berries and their dense, prickly folliage offers protection from predators. 

• If possible allow hedges to remain unpruned until after nesting time.                                                                                                                   

• Offer birds live or soaked mealworms instead of dried now the nesting 
season has arrived, and avoid whole nuts and chunky feeds, which can 
choke fledglings.

•     Put up nesting boxes for birds before their breeding season begins, this wil give  
    birds the chance to familiarise themselves with potential nesting sites.

• Provide nesting material for birds, many breeding birds are building their nests in early spring and looking 
for materials to line them with. We can all help by providing ‘natural’ fibres and plant material in the 
garden. Grasses and moss may already be there, straw is easy to source, too.

• Other birds prefer animal fibres, pull hair from your hairbrush and cut it into short lengths and scatter 
around the garden, or groom your pet outdoors (but do not use pet hair given flea treatments), wool is 
another good option. Tumble dryer fluff is ok if it comprises mainly of natural fibres such as cotton and 
wool, not synthetic.       

• May is the beginning of the moth-flight season for many UK species. Night-
scented flowering plants such as honeysuckle and jasmine will attract moths, 
whilst at the same time encourage bats at the start of their breeding season.  

• Encourage woodpeckers into the garden with a home-made feeder. Drill holes 
into a log, fill them with suet and hang it from a sturdy tree. 

• Avoid turning the compost just yet until mid-spring as it could be  
sheltering hibernating frogs, small mammals and insects. 
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Spring Lawn Care 

This is the time of year that your lawn will literally ‘spring’ into action following the dark winter months. As the 
grass grows, it’s a great time to feed and condition, kill moss, get rid of lawn weeds and begin mowing on dry 
days only. It’s also the perfect time to sow new lawns from seed. Follow the steps below to get a great looking 
lawn this spring! 

As the weather warms up during the spring months, the grass will start to grow more rapidly, however, don’t be 
tempted to cut it if the soil is very wet. Be gentle with the first few cuts of the season, simply trim off the top 
third of growth with the mower blades adjusted to their highest setting. 

Allow the lawn to recover for a few days and then cut again with the blades on a lower 
setting. At this time of year the lawn may only need cutting about once or twice a 
fortnight. 

Get rid of weeds and moss -
After the wet winter months, your lawn may be overrun with moss and weeds that 
compete with the grass for vital nutrients and soil moisture. To kill off the moss, it is best 
to use an all in one lawn feed, weed and moss killer, to increase the nutrient levels of 
the grass and therefore kill off the moss. Aftercut All In One is a good product to use to 
do this. 

Apply a few days after mowing and lightly rake out the moss once it begins to die. Once 
the moss has been removed, you will be left with bare patches in your lawn. It is essential 
to grow new healthy grass over these patches to avoid them being overgrown by moss 
again. The patches can easily be repaired using Aftercut Patch Fix or equivalent which is 
a blend of grass seed, feed and seeding soil. Best done in the spring or autumn months. 

Small patches of weeds can be dealt with effectively by using a lawn weedkiller, or by removing by hand. If you 
choose to use a weedkiller on your lawn, make sure it says ‘lawn weedkiller’ on it, as if you use a normal 
weedkiller you will kill all your grass. 

Feed and conditioning your lawn -
All plants need feeding to perform their best in the garden, your lawn is no exception. Feed regularly 
throughout the season. 
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Deal with compacted soil - 
Compacted lawns need to be aerated as this helps to promote healthy growth due to improving the drainage 
around the grass roots. You’ll know if your lawn is compacted because it will be rock hard, slow to drain after 
rainfall. Paths across the lawns are often quick to compact as they have had heavy 
foot traffic. 

A good time to aerate the lawn is in the spring. Ideally you should remove plugs of 
soil using a hollow tine aerator. Alternatively, you could use a normal garden fork and 
push the spikes into the soil to a depth of about 7-10cm (3-4 inches) if possible. After 
the lawn has been aerated, fill the holes with Westland Lawn and Turf Dressing or 
equivalent. This contains a mixture of sand, peat, soil and fertiliser, which together, add 
exactly the right ingredients to the soil for premium grass growth. 

Over-seeding -

Early autumn tends to be the best time to do this, although spring is also a good time to 
over-seed any sparse areas of lawn. You may have sparse areas where weeds or moss 
has been removed or just where the grass has not grown very well. 
To over-seed use a fork and rake to break up the surface to a finer consistency. Apply the seed, but only at half 
the recommended rate, then rake the seed into the surface. Grass should sprout within 7 to 10 days after 
sowing. 

Hanging Basket Inspo’ -

Our next Bloomimg Great Coates feature will be in the summer edition out in June, by this time many of you 
may already have your hanging baskets established and proudly adorning the entrance to your home, here 
we’ve included some photos to give you some planting ideas and inspiration.
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Weekdays

Ball	Hire	1.00 Ball	Deposit	5.00

Prices	for	FOOTGOLF
Adults
Under	16's
Family	Four
Fab	Five
Allday	Footgolf
Groups	(8	plus	adults)
Groups	(8	plus	under	16's)
Groups	of	8	players	+

£		7.50	
£		6.00
£	25.00
£	30.00
£	12.00	
£		6.00
£		5.00

GRIMSBY	FOOT	GOLF

Weekends	&	Bank	Hols

£		9.50	
£		7.00	
£	30.00
£	35.00
£		15.00	
£		7.50	
£		6.00

Twilight	-	unlimited	play	every	day	after	4pm 														£7.00	each

www.grimsbygolfcentre.com
footgolf@grimsbygolfcentre.com

Call	us	now:	 01472	268064	 or	 		07706	977388

Facebook:	grimsbyfootgolf&golfcentre

	-	The	best	range	and	golf	shop	in	the	area
	-	Friendly	service,	everyone	welcome
	-	Come	and	hit	balls	on	the	golf	range	
	-	great	fun,	great	balls,	grat	mats
	-	First	class	coaching	from	Josh	Trunkfield	for	juniors,	
				seniors,	ladies,	individually	or	in	groups.
	-	American	golf	superstore
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HIRE  RATES
Standard Rate
Monday to Friday -  08.00 - 16.00hrs.
£10 per hr. (Payable in advance)  
Monday to Friday  -  16.00 - 23.00hrs.
£15 per hr. (Payable in advance)  

Party Rate
Monday to Sunday - 08.00 - 23.00hrs.  
£20 per hour (payable in advance)

Great Coates Village Hall

Bookings and hall enquiries are handled by the Clerk to the Council Mr Carl Thomas at
clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com or call 07950 479286

Visit us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/greatcoates/

Wedding Receptions
£250
Wedding Reception time frame includes the hire of  the 
hall from 18.00 hrs. on the evening prior to the date 
of the reception to allow the hirer to set up the hall, 
the whole of the day on which the reception is to be 
held and includes the morning after the reception up 
to 12.00 hrs midday to allow time for removal of any 
property brought into the venue and for the hall to be 
left in the same clean & tidy condition it was supplied.

Due to limited places booking is essential for weekly Puppy 
Behaviour classes on Mondays 6.30pm, contact Gemma at 
gemma@natureswhisper.co.uk or call at 07872 472721.
Singing For Pleasure meet twice a month on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday 7pm to 8pm.

Not Too Strictly Dancing meet weekly on Friday 6.30pm to 8.30pm
The charity Quiz as always is the last Wednesday each month.
The WI meet monthly on the 2nd Thursday 7.30pm to 9pm.
Great Coates Village Council Meeting monthly on the 4th Thursday 
7pm.

 

   

 

TAKEN  FROM  GOOGLE  SEARCH   21/09/2017 

Great Coates Village Hall - Spring 2019 timetable 

Private single hirings are not shown, for hall enquiries / bookings please email: 
clerk.greatcoatesvc@gmail.com  Caretaker call: 07713075682 
     

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

0900 
-

1000

1000
 - 

1100

Grimsby 
& 

District 
Creative 
Stitchers

3rd 
Saturday

10am to 
4pm

1100
 - 

1200

1200  
-

1300

1300 
-

1400

1400  
-

1500

1500  
-

1600

1600 
-

1700

Jades Kids
Dance

 Freestyle
 3-7yrs

 4.10 to 4.40pm

Jazz Technique 
5-16yrs

4.45pm to 5.30pm

Freestyle
8-16yrs

5.30pm to 6.30pm

1700 
-

1800
Mini 

Kickers

5.30pm to 
6.30pm

1800
-

1900

Puppy 
Behaviour

Skills
6.30pm to 7.30pm

Improving 
Behavioural 

Skills
7.35pm to 8.35pm

Not too 
Strictly 
Dancing

6.30pm to 8.30pm1900 
-

2000

Yoga
7.00pm to 

8.00pm

Quiz 
 last Wednesday
7.30pm to 9.30pm

Singing for 
Pleasure

1st & 3rd Thurs’
7pm to 8pm

2000
 -

2100 WI
2nd Thursday

7.30pm to 9.30pm2100 
-

2200
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A GRAND EVENING 
DANCE 

Dress Smart to Glamourous 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS THE UPKEEP OF THE VILLAGE HALL 

BRING YOUR OWN FOOD AND DRINK 
 

EMAIL CLLR.RAYLAWRANCE@HOTMAIL.COM 
OR CALL 07504 253290 FOR TICKETS 

£5.00 ADV / £7.50 DOOR 

 
THE MUSIC OF 

VINTAGE COOL 

 
GROOVING WITH 

AL BROWN 

 

SATURDAY 4TH MAY 
DOORS OPEN 7:00pm 
GREAT COATES VILLAGE HALL 

 



16

and night illegally 
offloading their waste. 
A concerned resident 
confirmed the reason 
one garage was 
missing the majority 
of its roof structure 
occurred as a direct 
result of an incident 
when children had 
gained easy access 
to the unit and whilst 
exploring fell straight through the weak asbestos 
roof, fortunately without serious injury on that 
occasion, a lucky escape you might say! 

These decades old, dangerous eyesores need 
the urgent attention of their owners or the local 
authority, who need to make a decision about their 
future in order to prevent an inevitable and serious 
incident being averted.

There is a growing feeling by members of the Great 
Coates community that N.E.L.C. should be lobbied 
into making a compulsory purchase order on the 
garages with a view towards demolition, unless 
the vast majority of these ugly carbuncles attain 
a satisfactory standard of build and appearance 
within an acceptable timeframe.  
The obvious risks can be clearly seen in the photos 
above. Judge for yourself and let us know your 
thoughts at gcpm@gmail.com

Despite several attempts over the past eighteen 
months by Great Coates Village Council, on behalf 
of concerned residents, to pressure N.E. Lincs. 

Council into acting 
upon an eyesore and 
an accident waiting to 
happen, any significant 
progress is still sadly 
lacking at this point. 
These dangerously 
delapidated, asbestos 
roofed, garage units 
to the rear of Newbury 
Avenue have long been 
a source of concern for 

several valid reasons. The volume of irresponsibly, 
fly tipped rubbish ranging from garden and 
household waste to mattresses represents a serious 
potential environmental health risk for residents, 
some with young families, whose properties back 
immediately onto the garages, creating a real haven 
for any number of vermin.

Of the 29 garages left ‘standing’, few are numbered 
and only a handful appear in use, however 3 have 
no roof, 1 has a roof in danger of collapse, 5 have 
their large metal doors missing or dangerously 
wedged open by vegetation and rubbish and 11 are 
inaccessible due to the level of fly tipping, or have 
been over powered by the force of nature.

Clearly a minority of the garages are serviceable 
and still in use by local residents, however the 
dilapidated and frankly, dangerous appearance of 
too many deem them unuseable and an accident 
waiting to happen for any inquisitive or adventurous 
youngsters.

Although a handful of owners have allegedly been 
located more than half remain unused, unloved 
and apparently unowned to the frustration of 

residents in Newbury 
Avenue. Having spoken 
with two residents they 
were unaware of any 
attempt to determine the 
ownership of the garages 
and in conversation it 
became apparent that 
within the last eighteen 
months, on more than 
one occasion, a number 
of  unused  garages 
have been accessed 

by criminals to store expensive cars stolen from 
vehicle compounds nearby and the area is often 
frequented by fly tippers at all hours of the day 

Newbury Avenue Garages
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G 

BMW Servicing Mercedes-Benz Servicing 

Mini Servicing 

Volkswagon Servicing 

Audi Servicing 

Porsche Servicing 

Offering full vehicle servicing, repairs, MOT’s 
diagnostics and tyres. 

All work is to the manufacturer’s specification 
using only genuine or original parts 

Tele: 01472 355520 

Web Site: www.simonthorpebmw.com 

Online Booking 

Grimsby’s Independent German Car Specialist 
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Great Coates In Bloom

As you will have undoubtedly noticed Great Coates in 
Bloom have worked really hard over the past eighteen 
months to improve the image of our flora and fauna 
and I’m sure you’ll agree have done a splendid job in 
improving and adding to the display of colour all around 
our village.                

Well now they’re offering residents the unique 
opportunity to remember a loved one or special 
anniversary by purchasing a fantastic, wooden planter 
of their very own. These sturdy planters, seen below, are 
all handmade by a longstanding Great Coates resident 
from solid wood and cost just £30. Plants to dress the 
boxes will be supplied and planted by the Great Coates 
in Bloom team at the appropriate time of year at no extra 
cost and sited within the village at a location of your 
choice from the twenty one earmarked sites.

If you wish to add that extra touch as some residents 
have already chosen to do, then plaques of various 
types and sizes, typically purchased from the likes of 
Timpsons who have an outlet in Morrisons supermarket, 
can be engraved with the details of a loved one or 
special anniversary and added to the front. Due to the 
limited amount of twenty one boxes available locations 

the eighteen remaining planters will need to be sold on 
a first come first serve basis. Examples shown in the 
photographs below will be available to view on the Great 
Coates Village website and St. Nicolas webpage from 
Sunday 10th March.

The planters were also recently on display at the 
Snowdrop event at St. Nicolas church which was held 
to support the cost of replacing the antiquated and 
inefficient heating system with GCIB making £107 in 
support of the church by selling plants and running both 
a name card and raffle, the main prize being a patchwork 
quilt of Spring flowers.

Great Coates in Bloom would like to take the opportunity 
to thank the Grimsby Freemasons for their generous 
donation of £300 towards the in bloom budget (photo)

They are still on the look out for additional members 
and helpful support from anyone who would like to 
be involved, particularly at this busy time of year. If 
this sounds like your cup of tea or you feel you could 
fill the vacancy of treasurer the GCIB committee meets 
every second Wednesday of the month 19.30 at Great 
Coates Village Hall the next meeting being Wednesday 
13th March or alternatively contact the chairman Mike 
Stewart at mikestewart.fritzroy@gmail.com

Future planned events are the Scarecrow weekend 
29th – 30th June and a commemoration of the D-Day 
landings at the beginning of June with ‘steel Tommy ’ 
making a welcome return to the village !
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In the unfortunate event of an accident, it’s up to you who repairs your vehicle and not your insurer, 
even though they may have their own recommended repairer scheme. By choosing Marshall Paint 
and Body Repair Centre Grimsby, you can rest assured of the following:

•	 Qualified	Technicians	using	only	manufacturer	approved	repair	methods
•	 Genuine	Parts	&	Paint
•	 Lifetime	workmanship	guarantee	on	all	major	repairs
•	 BMW,	MINI,	VW,	Kia	and	Nissan	Approved

We	are	best	placed	to	restore	your	car	if	it	has	become	damaged.	Run	by	a	team	of	experienced	technicians	
working	with	all	major	insurers	and	across	a	wide	range	of	car	and	van	makes	and	models,	we	fix	all	sorts	of	
repairs	from	scratches	in	the	paintwork,	dents	and	alloy	wheel	scuffs.	

YOU’RE IN SAFE HANDS AT THE MARSHALL 
PAINT AND BODY REPAIR CENTRE GRIMSBY.

20% OFF PAINT AND LABOUR COSTS AVAILABLE TO ALL HOUSEHOLDS IN GREAT COATES.

Call: 01472 728345 
Email: BodyshopGrimsby@marshall.co.uk 
Visit: www.marshall.co.uk/accident-repair

Marshall Paint & Body Repair Centre Grimsby
Estate	Road	7,	South	Humberside	Industrial	Estate
Grimsby,	North	East	Lincolnshire	DN31	2TP
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Train Times - Spring Timetable
09/12/2018 - 18/12/2019

Cleethorpes to Barton Barton to Cleethorpes
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Edward Smith (Little Ted), born 2nd December 
1913 died 13th July 1979, married Nancy 
Hewitt, born 23rd June 1913, died 20th March 
1988, on 12th November 1939 at Immingham.
They had one Daughter, Barbara, born June 
1942.Ted and Nancy lived at Dairy Farm on the 
Healing Road just past the Methodist Chapel. 
I can only presume that they lived there after 
their marriage.  In 1957 Ted bought Corner 
House farm at Claxby near Market Rasen, I 
have a suspicion that my Grandfather used 
some of the compensation received from the 
sale of the Ivy House land to fund this purchase. 
This further fuelled the already acrimonious 
relationship between my Father and Ted. My 
Father, being the elder, thought he should have 
been the beneficiary of this loan or gift.
Every Christmas day we went over to Ivy 
House for the full day and Ted and Nancy went 
on Boxing day. That had been the form for as 
long as I could remember, we never socialised 
with any of the rest of my Great Uncles & Great 
Aunts.

When Ted retired from farming they moved to 
Heron Close, Grimsby.

John Leslie Smith (Jack) born 10th November 
1912, died 11th October 1986. Married Ruth 
Elizabeth Snell on 5th August 1939 at The 
Church of the Good Shepherd, West Marsh, 
Grimsby. They rented a house, 189 Yarborough 
Road, Grimsby.

Ruth was born 2nd April 1915 and died on 
13th December 1962 during a replacement 
mitral valve operation at the Northern General 
Hospital in Sheffield. She had been suffering 
with ill health for some time and proved too 
weak to survive the operation.

Jack worked with his Father as Shepherd, 
cycling to work each day until after the awful 
winter of 1947. The Sutton Estate built a pair 
of semi-detached houses opposite Ivy House 
farm and we moved into the left hand one, 
number 25a, sometime during 1947.

Jack and Ruth had three children, Peter Thomas 
born 5th March 1941 and Julie Elizabeth born 
12th March 1944, both at Yarborough Road 
and Stephen born 14th February at Great 
Coates.

When Ted moved to Claxby Jack obtained the 
tenancy of Dairy Farm and we moved into the 
house in 1958. With the passing of his Father, 
Harry, in 1961 Jack was given the tenancy of 
Ivy House farm for the remaining time left until 
house building commenced.

The Grimsby Corporation gave notice to quit 
in 1968 so that development of the Willows 
Estate could start. Jack decided to call it a day 
as Peter did not wish to carry on with Dairy 
Farm because it would have meant the end of 

Bygones - Community Memories
A Brief History of the Smith Family 

Farms In Great Coates

     

Edward Smith (Little Ted), born 2nd December 1913 died 13th July 1979, married 
Nancy Hewitt, born 23rd June 1913, died 20th March 1988, on 12th November 1939 
at Immingham. 

They had one Daughter, Barbara, born June 1942.Ted and Nancy lived at Dairy 
Farm on the Healing Road just past the Methodist Chapel. I can only presume that 
they lived there after their marriage.  In 1957 Ted bought Corner House farm at 
Claxby near Market Rasen, I have a suspicion that my Grandfather used some of 
the compensation received from the sale of the Ivy House land to fund this 
purchase. This further fuelled the already acrimonious relationship between my 
Father and Ted. My Father, being the elder, thought he should have been the 
beneficiary of this loan or gift. 

Every Christmas day we went over to Ivy House for the full day and Ted and Nancy went on 
Boxing day. That had been the form for as long as I could remember, we never socialised 
with any of the rest of my Great Uncles & Great Aunts. 

Dairy farm house 1920 The farm at that time was probably 
tenanted by William Barton Howlett. He was born in Fulletby 
in 1862 and was buried at Gt Coates 25th April 1927.

                    

  

       John Leslie Smith                               Ruth Elizabeth Smith                    Peter, Julie & 
Stephen Smith 

  

Dairy farm house 1920 The farm at that time was probably tenanted by William Barton 
Howlett. He was born in Fulletby in 1862 and was buried at Gt Coates 25th April 1927. He 



the dairy herd, as most of Dairy farm land was 
too far away from the farmyard and there being 
no milking facilities left at the farm to carry on 
with the herd.

He married Sarah Ann Smith in March 1887 at 
Fulletby. Sarah was the Daughter of John Smith 
& Mary Gilliat and was a Cousin of Charles 
Frederick Smith. She was born January 1866 
in Great Coates and died 11th April 1932 in 
Great Coates. 

They had four children, one of whom was Sarah 
Ann (Sally) 1889-1969. She married Edwin 
Tuplin on the 28th November 1911. Edwin was 
the Brother of Maria Alice Smith and farmed 
at Holme Farm Woad Lane Gt Coates. Edwin 
was born 21st March 1889 and sadly died 
very young on 5th April 1920. Sally carried on 
with the farm and then married George Harold 
Borrell in June 1925. They had one Son, Peter 
who still lives in the village.
I think the wedding photograph of John Henry 
and Maria Alice is taken in front of Holme Farm 
house.
          
Another Daughter of William & Sarah Howlett, 
Vera married Eric Cash who was Church 
Organist and Choirmaster for many years.
William Smith born 1862 at Great Coates, 
buried 5th January 1928 was the Brother of 
Sarah Ann Smith (Howlett). He married Mary 
Elizabeth Harrison 15th December 1884 at 
Great Coates.

Mary was born in 
January 1862 at 
Cuxwold and was 
buried at Great 
Coates 28th May 
1946.

William and Mary 
are shown in 
the 1891 & 1901 
Censuses as 
living in the Bull 
Ring in Grimsby. 
They had a tea 
and coffee shop 
there, he had the 
nickname “Cocoa 

Smith” so one could presume he sold cocoa 
as well.
By 1911 he had become tenant of Church 
Farm Great Coates. He had two Sons, Sidney 
William born 8th September 1894 died 18th 
July 1964 in a nursing home at Wickenby 
near Lincoln, he had suffered from Parkinsons 
Disease for many years, and Harold Edward 
born 7th July 1903 died 24th April 1964.

Sidney and Harold worked on the farm and 
when William died Sidney took over the tenancy 
and continued to live in the farmhouse with his 
Mother. Harold married Ellen Borrill and lived in 
Willow Cottage, now number 18 Station Road. 
They had four Children, the youngest, Gerald, 
still lives there today. Their youngest Daughter, 
Rosemary, married the writer, Peter Smith, who 
is a distant Cousin.
Sidney married Margaret Ann Harrison born 
1890 at North Killingholme, died 3rd December 
1956 on 16th October 1937. They had no 
children. 

Sidney was also a Special Constable for some 
time as were several other village farmers.
I do not know how long Sidney lived in the 
home at Wickenby, but he had to give up the 
farm and it was taken over by Ron Johnson 
who also took over Sidney’s duties as local 
agent for the Sutton Estates. I would imagine 
that William had performed those duties also 
during his tenancy of the farm.

Bygone Memories were produced with grateful 
thanks to the invaluable history supplied by 
Peter Smith, now living in Warrington, who is 
the Great Grandson of Charles Frederick Smith 
and the Grandson of John Henry Smith who 
farmed at Ivy House farm.
 
Peter was born in Yarborough road, Grimsby 
and his family moved to Great Coates in 1947 
into what was then no.25a Station Road, the 
second of the two semis after the School 
House opposite Ivy House farm where his 
father worked.
 
His wife Rosemary, nee Smith, was also 
connected to farming as her father and Uncle 
had Church farm. Rosemary’s Brother Gerry 
still lives in the house where they were born on 
Station Road in Great Coates.

                  

            William & Mary Smith ca 1924                                       Sidney, Mary & Harold 
Smith 

William and Mary are shown in the 1891 & 1901 Censuses as living in the Bull Ring in 
Grimsby. They had a tea and coffee shop there, he had the nickname “Cocoa Smith” so 
one could presume he sold cocoa as well. 

By 1911 he had become tenant of Church Farm Great Coates. He had two Sons, Sidney 
William born 8th September 1894 died 18th July 1964 in a nursing home at Wickenby near 
Lincoln, he had suffered from Parkinsons Disease for many years, and Harold Edward born 
7th July 1903 died 24th April 1964. 

Sidney and Harold worked on the farm and when William died Sidney took over the 
tenancy and continued to live in the farmhouse with his Mother. Harold married Ellen 
Borrill and lived in Willow Cottage, now number 18 Station Road. They had four Children, 
the youngest, Gerald, still lives there today. Their youngest Daughter, Rosemary, married 
the writer, Peter Smith, who is a distant Cousin. 

Sidney married Margaret Ann Harrison born 1890 at North Killingholme, died 3rd December 
1956 on 16th October 1937. They had no children.  

Sidney was also a Special Constable for some time as were several other village farmers. 

I do not know how long Sidney lived in the home at Wickenby, but he had to give up the 
farm and it was taken over by Ron Johnson who also took over Sidney’s duties as local 
agent for the Sutton Estates. I would imagine that William had performed those duties also 
during his tenancy of the farm.  

William & Mary Smith ca 1924
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Trophies / Medals
Awards
Glassware
Traffolyte labels
Name Badges

ENGRAVING

259 Cleethorpe Rd, Grimsby DN31 3BH
Full embroidery & garment printing service

 Business Cards Leaflets
 NCR Pads
 Posters / Plans Booklets

PRINTING

Caution

Mind the step

number

here

We Print B
anners

Any Size

Fascias
Safety signs

Vehicle graphics

Pavement sign

made

plates

SIGNAGE

Banners

WORKWEAR

High-vis Clothing
Safety Footwear
Coats & Jackets
Overalls/trousers
Full range of PPE 

Full Embroidery & Garment

Printing Service

Tel: 01472 342000  www.sottdirect.co.uk

Creating the right impression  

www.jppframing.comTel: 01472 488210

Visit the area’s largest Gallery

243-245 Cleethorpe Rd, Grimsby DN31 3BE
For all your picture frame requirements

HERE
MADE
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Great Coates Village Council
Christmas Event 2018

the most famous red 
suited Father in the world 
entered the hall carrying a 
traditionally large, bulging 
sack. Having delighted the 
youngest members of the 
Great Coates community 
by chatting to them and 
handing out a selection 
box to every child 
gathered round, Father 
Christmas departed on 
his long journey, waving 
goodbye to the Great 
Coates community for 
another twelve months.

The evening entertainment 
then continued with music 
a plenty from Al Brown and the drawing of the winning 
tickets for the Christmas raffle. Shortly before 9.00 pm 
as tired eyes, largely over the age of twelve, drifted away 
with their gifts and prizes tucked under their arms , it’s 
fair to say another entertaining and  successful Great 
Coates Christmas event started off everyone’s traditional 
December festivities in style.

Here’s to 2019 !

It seems strange in 
March to be reporting on 
an event that took place 
nearly three months 
ago now, but last year 
on a rather damp, early 
December Saturday, 
the annual Great 
Coates Village Council 
Christmas event took 
place six days too late to 
feature in the final village 
magazine of 2018.

Last year’s Christmas 
event on Saturday 
December 8th, began 
considerably earlier in 
the day than usual with a 
Christmas fair from 12.00 

midday with an eclectic mix of local stallholders having 
the opportunity to present their range of handcrafted 
and unique Christmas gift ideas to local residents and 
their families. The earlier than usual start time proved 
extremely popular with a busy hall tempting over a dozen 
entrepreneurs and charitable organisations to showcase 
their wares to the Great Coates Community.

Throughout the day the hall attracted members of the 
community of all age groups, looking for that special 
Christmas gift for a loved one whilst being entertained 
at 3 pm by the Yarborough Ladies Choir with a range of 
seasonal carols.

As the rain began to fall steadily outside a crowd of around a 
hundred residents braved the precipitous climate to gather 
around the village Christmas tree, erected on the corner of 
Osprey Drive and Station Rd, at 6.30pm, accompanied by 
the Kingsway Printers Brass Band to sing a selection of 
traditional Christmas carols before making their way to the 
village hall for further festivities. Tea, coffee and mince pies 
were served up by ladies of the local community before 

Congratulations to Josh Wimsey (pictured) and Willow 
Bennett our Christmas competition winners, who correctly 
worked out the word search answer was Meadowbank 
and that Cyril was hiding on P.17  Well done to you both !
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MINIBUS
Taxi Co.

The

INCORPORATING MINI CABS

Multi-seater travel for up to 24 people

Corporate Business & Executive Travel

Modern air conditioned taxi & minibus service

07739 689774
n.wherrett@ntlworld.com
www.theminibustaxico.co.uk

· Events
· Days and Nights Out

· Air and Seaports

Promote your local business to
over 600 homes and more than
1300 people in our bi-monthly

parish magazine, with some great low 
cost  advertising space from:

¼ Page Ad only £15
½ Page Ad £25

Or make sure everyone knows
about your business with the
Full Page Spread at just £50

For even better value contact
our advertising manager

Lisa Cutting at
gcpmadvert@gmail.com

to enquire about the
excellent “regular’ rates



249-253 Cleethorpe Road, Grimsby, North East Lincolnshire DN31 3BH
T: 01472 350442 / 241498  E: sales@printcopy.co.uk

print copy design 25
YEARS

EST. 1989

Our range of services include:

Business Stationery  •  Copying  •  Booklets

CAD Outputs  •  Laminating  •  Scanning

Graphic Design  •  Lea�ets  •  Posters

Newsletters  •  Digital Printing  •  Calendars

Exhibition Graphics  •  NCR  •  Binding

Invites  •  Postcards  •  Roll-Up Banners

Plan Copying  •  Banners  •  Data Cards 

Folders  •  Envelopes  •  Canvas Prints  •  Boxes

www.printcopy.co.uk

500
A5 lea�ets
full colour 

single sided

£35.00

1000
A5 lea�ets
full colour 

single sided

£49.00Print and Copy Centre @print_copy


